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„ca of my, Li to place! me 
here as your A it has! been 

185 principal Sv of my Thoughts te 
cConſider, in what way I might. be m olt 
| ſerviceable to, you, for the thort Tanne 
that remains. 15 . am very ſenſible f th 


the Buſineſs of a a "Pariſh Miniſter i N 5 
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2 Jutroduction. 


and this hath been (generally) the Sub- y 
ou of my Diſcourſes to you from the j 

ulpit. But if the End of the Goſpel Is 
is to ſupport a good moral Behaviour; 1 
Care ſhould alſo be taken, to preſerve E 
the Faitk of the Gofpel in its Purity; ti 
as it is by that Faith which the Goſpel 1 
holds forth, that it becomes a proper py 


Inſtrument to ſecure that Conduct or 8 
Manner of Life, which becomes us as C 
reaſpnable Creatures; ' What can direct it 
us to true Religion, but true Notions or m 
Apprehenſions of God, and of that Al- c: 
legeance which we owe him, in right of o 
our Creation? If I give that Honour to Y 
another, which i 18 G to Him, and to xe 
Him only ; my Religion fails in the very h 
Foundation. If I believe he is to be ar 
catched with Shew, and Outſide ; this B 
Canker-worm will eat out the very Sub- W C 


ſtance of Religion, as it did in the Pha- er 
tiſees of old, who aid Tythes of Mint, N (a 
and Aniſs, and Cummin, but ommitted the W. 
eeipÞticr Matters of the Law, Judgment, th 
Merqy, and Faith . So it is in all Caſes, 
* Opinion has a natural Alliance ev 
L Pradtice (and few 7 Caſes, 8 we to. 


Introduchion. Tees 


hath 1 not wrong Opinions, will 
he produce, wrong Practices of Courſe. 

pel Turxsk C tations, have often led ; 
Ir; me to refeft, with concern, upon the 
ve State of Popery, in this Proteſtant Coun- 
y; | cry, and the Advancement it has beer 
pel making among us, for ſome Years paſt; 

per to the certain Decay of true Chriſtiani- 
or # ty fo far as it prevails. Popery is 
as } Chriſtianity in the main Foundation of 
ect it; but it is Chriſtianity blended with 
or many Corruptions deſtructive of practi- 
Al- cal Religion; the full Conviction where- 
t of of, raiſed up a Spirit about two hundred 
-to Tears ago, that brought about the Re- 
to rFoxrmaTION.; by which Chriſtianity was 
ery i happily purged from theſe. Corruptions 
be and reftored to its original Purity. The 


b- where it 


this Bleſſings which followed upon this great 

ub- Change, are ſo ſenſibly felt, in the Ex- 

ha- emption we enjoy from that Tyranny 

Int, (as well civil as religious) under which 

the we were held in popiſh Times; that 

e, there i is not any Thing of which an Ex- 

ſes, 45 man ought to be more jealous than of 
nce every Attempt to reſettle Popery, and _ 
are to bring ourNecks again under that Te 
5 9 our Forefathers ſhook off, be 


Introduftion. 


avs en were no 2g 0 Able to. 22 1. 
0 en kſtanding, . Pope M has 
elt ; chiefly, 118 to be! 11 75 


Aj e 65 5 e bt 


mulies, Atböße Be 75. en hg 
nothing better is to d expe ed) - 
Hennes, among People of Rank, 
*whoſe, Fortunes, Ne 0 Pee one 
1 19 8 ONE 0 05 80 i laceg 
them Oy the Keac ] ttempt 
That WT 5 0 : ere h 0 in 5 th 


Countries CE eee Up Families, a 
have been, educated 1 in the popith. Reli- 
gion, mould continue Papiſts even a- 
gainft all Means that may be uſed for 
* cir Converlion, 15 Hot, RL all ſtrange : ; 
for we lee in other "afes, that the Fe orce 
| 'of Cuſtom and Education i is ſo great in 
1 moſt, as to bear don every Thing be- 
fore it. But that in a proteſtant Coun- 
try, any Perſon who has, been bred up a 
Proteſtant, and muſt ſtrugg le Bartl 4. 
Zain. Cuſtom, ſhould, upon coo! and 
"deliberate Conviction be made a Cons » Þ 
vert to Popery, is a Thing of which I N 
"muſt confeſs myſelf unable to IVC any W- 
favourable, Account, except it be this, 


WE they are made Converts of: what =: 
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has they do ot fir cent! ut n Ot 
ed, 4 vat 5 by 5 ty FN of 
Fa- 7 67 © 157 ese akEtio! 
gr cHIBIE oof eee. Wirt fuck ds theft 
ut, one might hop 1 for ſome Succeſs; but 
nk, even here de is little to be done, hen 
one once Men have given up their Conſci- 
4 an to popiſh Gr des; who wilt 8 5 
pts. Wy the Way to better Trif6ttn Aion, 
21 " can; 'or, if they "canfrot, wil pare. 
and no Pains to render, it” frantels. Herr alt 
el- | Caſes, Miſchiefs are much 2 RD 1 
a- : @ vented than cured ;-and th | 
i | @ vention ! in this Cat. 15 td 12 7 Peo- 
e; ple ſo well acguainted with the Poctrines 
Fre | Löt Pôpery, and with the octeinds f 
in | Yr 7 between which, * "they will 
be- N help ſeeing a manifeſt Inconſiſt- 
n- ency) that thoſe Who would ſeduct them 
pa maß, 4 5 find them unprepared ; wich 
a- is 2 Thing” very much wanting UL theſe 
nd 4 mes when (Iam afraid) the G chera- 
bit) khow little more of Popery than the 
Name of it; and many treat it as a” 
ny harmleſs Superſtition. e die 
is, Lr this ferve as an 1 Apolo 1 5 my 
ar F pfef ent Undertäking, WHich 1 is IIS / 
ere Dot re 
1 1 | ry 
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6 The Rule of Faith. 


Ty ſo far as they differ from. thoſe that. 
are held and maintained. in Proteſtant 


Communions, and to brin ws gn to a 


Fair and impartial Tryal. But before I 
enter upon particulars, there is one ge- 
neral Point that muſt firſt be ſettled, 

viz. By what Rule muſt this Difference 
be n ? A Man of plain Senſe will 
de apt to anſwer to himelf, that ſince 
the 8 ſtion is concerning Corruptions 
of Chriſtianity, that is of the Doctrine 
taught by C riſt and his Apoſtles ; the 
Writings of the Apoſtles or of ſtoli- 
cal Men which we have in our Hands i in 
the Books of the New Teſtament, are 


that Rule. For it is by knowing the y | 


true Standard that we muſt judge of 
Corruptions; and who ſhoul 4 ſo well 
know what are the Doctrines of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles as the Apoſtles them - 
ſelves, and thoſe who lived with, con- 
verſed with, and were inſtructed by 


them? Therefore the Church of 55 7 


fays in her 6th Article; that“ 


«* Scripture containeth all Things ne- 


< ceſſary to Salvation: So that what- 


ever is not fead therein, nor may be WF 


6 proved W. 0 is ende erer 


„ * 
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The. Rule of Faith. >. 
of any Man that it ſhould be believed 
Las an Article of Faith, or be thought 
rrequiſite or neceſſary, to Salvation.“ 
And this is the Doctrine of all Proteſt. 
ant Churches. 
ZZ Bur the Church of Nome is Of ano- 
1 ther Opinion. For the Council of Tren 
== declares, that the true Doctrine of 
Tx < Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is contained 
4 beth in the written Word and in the 
= < unwritten Traditions which came firſt 
bs | oh from the Mouth of Chriſt or his A- 
= < poſtles inſtructed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Land from thence were handed down 
4 to our Times by continued Succefſi- 
22 © on inthe Catholick Church; which 
Traditions [the Council ſays] are to 
== << be received with the ſame pious Re- 
"7 <© gard- and Reverence wherewith the 
== © Scriptures. themſelves are to be re- 
IN « ined. * ,” that is to fay, the written 
Fel Word and theſe unwritten. Traditions, 
dare alike to be received as the Word of 
Cod, and are hoth of the ſame Authori- 
ty. This Doctrine is maintained by 
FBellarmine, who gives it as the Senſe of 
the Church of Ne that che Scrip- 
; 3 IRR £11 „ Seſſion, 4. * 
B 4 7 tures 
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8 — The Rille of Paith? 


Chriſtian Doctrines either as to Faith 


| Doctrine was intended to ſerve. It was 


and his, Apoſtles. The Plea itſelf car- 


which are not to be juſtified by wal 


" Io bf 4 hs ICE 
9 * 
. 5 


* tures do xo contain all neceſſary 


N 


" or Manners; and that BESIDES the 
< written Word of God, there is ANo- 
* THER Word of God not written which 
ce is neceſſary to be received“, in Or- 
der to make the Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners compleat. So that the Difference 
between us and che Church of Rome is 
this; we ſay that the Scriptures ALONE 1 
are the Rule of a Chriſtian's Faith and 
Practice, in all neceſſary Things: They 
ſay that the Scriptures alone are not the 
Rule, but the Scriptures Eren, and 
perfected by oral Tradilion. 
It is eaſy to Tee to hat Purpoſe this 


ro ſcreen the Church of Rome from the 
Tnfamy of making that neceſſary to Sal- 
vation which God hath not made ſo, 
land of foiſting 2 5 own Inventions, 
as the Doctrines or Ordinances of Chriſt 


lies with it a tacit Confeſſion that there 
are ſome Things in the popiſh Religion 


ture; ; for if there were none there wou 
De Verbo e cap. 3. 
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Dae Rule r Forth.” * 


= have been honetd for them to have had 
recodirſe no another Ward of God. But 
when it Vas feſiid that they could not 
defend themſelves hy Scripture, this was 
thought of as ai Expedient ;; but it will 
not ſerve them. For, in the firſt Place, 
== when they: ſay that ther are certain 
7 Doctrines/{not contained in Scripthre, 
I which, coming firſt from the Mouth of 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, from thence Were 
were handed down to, our Times by 
continued Succeſſion in the catholick 
Church ãt is to be underſteod that 
thaſe Doctrinrs haye been conſtantly re- 
Ceivechin the catholick Church frame the 
Al imedof Chriſt and his A pode 
= thisiis, falſe in Fact. For ſome of theſe 
L= Dodtrines were never heard of in che 
Church till abave'a houſand Yeats fn 
ee Ohriſt sc and they are ll of tem la- 
derthamtht hirtl Cent, before Which 
hey are notlſo mi 


S1 But 


uch as mentipridtl, by 


any ChriftianWritet-whatſacvers Theres 


receive the Seripture upon«the Cree 
dditzof antient:Traditien s and why 
= <f:then-wiklou: got [reebiye Nur: Ne: 
Wo << -xtincs(vpote the toms ihunhatityt;?!? 
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10 The Rule of Faith.. 2 
Our Anſwer is, hectuſe we have Bi- 
| dence of the Tradition in the one Caſe, 
N but not in the other: That the Scrip+ i 
| tures have been handed down from the 
1 Times of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to 
our Times by continued Succeſſion in 
| the catholick Church, we have the e pub. 7 
et Tebimony of all Ages to ſhew; and 
lth if ſo, we are ſure that the Doctrines 1 
1 therein contained are the Doctrines of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But we have 
not the publick Teſtimony of all Ages 
to ſhew that any Doctrines not therein 
contained were taught by Ohriſt or his 
Apoſtles. Therefore the Scriptures mf 
be our Rule and our o Rule; not 
becauſe” they are a written — 
becauſe we really have u vrher; In the 
firſt Age, and before the Scriptures were 
written and | publickly known, - thoſe 
3 mfttuded by Chliſt or his 
2000p Fe-fonally (of which there muſt 
have been great Numbers) had their 
Doctrines rad they could not have 
hom! otherwyſe than) by oral Tradition : 
And this Tradition coming through the 
Hands of faichful Men, and meeting 


vin — all the * 1 
8 * 5 


—— 


We Rule of Faith. 11 
that the ſame Doctrines had alſo been 
delivered to ben, was as good Evidence 
as any written Word could be; arid fo 
it would have been to the End of the 
World the ſame Circumſtante continu- 
ing. Therefore oral Tradition is not ab- 
ſolutely to be deſpiſed. There is no 

2 other way of conveying the Knowledge 
of Facts to diſtant * Times than by Tra- 

dition. Hiſtory is written 2 7] 
and oral Tradition will be as good as 
written T radition, as Cireumſtances 
be; that is, if we car be e 
178 dong nee Fand they Have] P. 
odr the publick Teſtimény of 
Ages through Which t they have paſſed, 
chat thoſe 1 aye, 1 falrhAblly 
tranfmitted. But in che preſert Caſe as 
dere are 90 unwritten DoEtrities cht 
is no Doctrines not contaited in” ro | 
> tore) that can challenge the Suffage 
All Ages, that ſuch Beans were he 
vered to them, and by thetm” received 
1 1 as coming onginely from Chriſt or hrs 
= Apoſtles; it is plain that the written 
ford: (or Scripture) is all we have to 
| traſt to, And W for us it is that 

3 B Ve 


a2 The Rule of Faith. 
we have. it to truſt to; becauſe when 
Fach are handed down aby Word of 
Mouth only, alter a Ky Removes they 
are very apt to be changed or loſt; and 
it is, hot ſo eaſy to; have the publick 
＋ 'cſtimony. of all Ages to juſtify Parti: 


4 13 


due ip juſtity,, a.cxrigen, Record. 
Therefore, if the Dee 
ny Raule, they muſt he likewiſe a , 
Kaden ule, unleſs, vou will, Weh dt 
no. Chriſtian will preſume to ſay) th 
God, hath. not provided his Church with 
e e 7 on. * 
pole. We. axe 
reh. 15 "Rom in ofleſſion of, her 
Tage che Tah eee mort than 
hals her Work., For e el 
Doetrings;: Gant in the N 
which-nogonly are ike 0 be 
Seripture; hut which. arc, direct 
trary. SCOPE «A 
to do h re? Tl 
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1 ol ting ure, and ſe 108 
my 1 275 e AS, - ole, intake 
1 ibi J Jae ES, in: all Queſtions and Con- 
treverſies of, Fa aith. 80 75 enen of 
Fa Tr et. Let no Man N 

Th t eee es to 

1 6 RES OR Nie 
t tbe holy 275 AN hg held and. doth 
e ta e 3: belongs to judge of 

dhe true Senſe and Interpretation of | 
4 : * 50 cr ipture“. 318 the fame. Pp Sb 

= poſe; Ballarmine; who. having; put, the 

N Weder, Whether“ the gterpretation 

pi. 7 Cn, - Was, to, war _ 
4 752 viſible and common 


1 | 5 ſ mines, that << 


; . 0 0 


= £5 Senſe of b 

1 2 "troverfies; 1 
e of Trent termi 
W + Cajholicks-4 1775 
| there. Will be 5 «bom 

15 * gontroverted TH A he 2.4 
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14 The Right of private Judgment. 
epi ed his "Council ſay? ' But were the 
Seriptures given only for the Uſe of the 
Pope and his Council? So it ſeems: 
For I can have no Uſe of a Book which 
Thave no right to interpret — But let us 
hear what the Papiſts have to ay" for bi 
And in ah firſt Place Ke wn attend 
do C ardinal Ballarmine, who lays it down 
in the Paſſage above cited, that * the 
Seriptures having been written not 
by the will of Man, but by the Dic- 
«rates of the Hol Ghoft, ought not 
o . human Skill, but 
«by the Dictate of the Tame Spirit 
But vy fo? Does not every one ow, ut 
that the meaneſſ Man u en Eike may 
underſtand what none but the er = 
could write or dictate? If the Holy 
wo Ghoft ſß aks the Language of Mien 
Lehich he e e, when Be Spenks to | 
Nien) die tay be interpreted by human 
Skill; for that is Hot the Language off 
Men which't6 human Skill can inter- 
pret. If this is not the Caſe, how wil! 
W Church of Rome ſupport her own 
retations? Bellarmi wil tell you 
that the Interpretations of the Church 


are 
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are — — 
for he lays that “the ſame” 
7 < whick the Scriprures — 
7 < cxxrancLytobefound in the Church 
4 that is, in the Pope and his Council 
But what will this come to, ſuppoſing it 
= were true? Why juſt nothing. For if 
wat the Holy Ghoſt dictates ought not 
do be interpreted by human Skill;-we 
mall want another Infallibility, to = 
us to interpret the Churches Int 
15 tations; - and we mall underftand: + 
= ther Golf rex the Pops, extept every one 
had the Gift of Infpiretio in kis 
Breaſt! Tliat the Church ef Gad i. 
der the perpetual Guidance of his Hely 
Spirit we believe, We Hike wiſd confels 
t that the right Underſtanding of the 
Jy Scriptures is the Work ef the He 
> Ghoſt, in the ſame Senſe in Wiek every 
7 good Work'is ſo, that” is, ab it is 
the Aids ef his Grace, chat We bes 
7 pared by an honeſt and a ſober Mind 
do read them with due Attention 
Reverence, and a Heart readily dif 
poſed to do the Will 1 But in 
and his Couneil. Aff dad Ses 


— — 4 


— 


Means of Interpretation. But the Pa- 


aue bg aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt as 
well as they. Nor is this the Aſſiſtance 
that: the preſent Argument calls far; 


for at goes no farther than clearing the 5 
Heart of thoſe Obſtacles; or Jinpddi- N 


ments, which would hinder us from ſee- 


ing and embracing the Truth, as diſ- 


eO Vera 


mon and ordinary 


piſtg contend for ſuch a Direction of the 
Holy Shoſt as in controverted Points 


of Scripture ſhall DbierArE (ſo their 


Phraſe. is). the true Senſe in the ſame 
Manner as it was at firſt dictated to the 
Apaſtles. This ail (and this alone can) 


ſupport their Pretenſions to Infallibility, 


and bind us down to their Interpretati- 


ons, if they can ſhew that; their Pope 


and his Council are under ſuch Directi- 
on. u Bellarmine ( you have: inen) ſpeaks 
with Gonfidence:.dxRTAINKEYoIt/ is 10; 
And: Confidente isdall hey h ve for it; 
or N is nogſo muchas cahable of Proof, 
they deny this, let them ſhew. their 
Charter... Where 418;:it/?; In, che Scrip⸗ 
turg Will they) ſay II But no duch Ghpr- 


bebe found in Scripture; nor can 
thy el te Scriptutsim this: Caſe, 


with- 
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2 be Right of private Judg nen. 1 1 7 


= without giving up the very Point they 
mean to ſupport. The Scripture no 
uhere ſays in erpreſß Terms, that the 
Pope and his Connell are infallible; or 
rat they are the ſole Judges in all Con- 
troverſies of Faith. Therefore it muſt 
be collected by Interpretation or Con- 
= ſtruction from ſome Paſſages in Scrip- 
ture more or leſs ôbſcure; which, by 
| appealing to Scripture, they muſt be un- 
derſtood as referring to our Judgment. 
But have they not told us, and do they 
not now tell us, that We are not quali- 
= fied to judge of the Senſe of Scripture, 
and that the Right of Interpretation is 
RF lodged ſolely in If this is 
true, the Appeal is abſurd. If it is falſe, 
they give up their Claim to the ſole 
{7 Right of Interpretation; for it would be 
1 ridiculous- to yield to us a Right of 
7: | Judgment i in this Point, and to deny it 
in 0/her Inſtances. W by are We not as 
well qualified to judge, (for Inſtance) 
whether cheDofrines IT; ranſubſtantiation 
and Purgatory, be contained in Scrip- 
ture, as whether the Doctrine of the 
== Pope's Infallibility be contained in Scrips 
ture op Can any Mortal tell? Where 
f . then 


18 The Rig it of private Judgment. 


then will they go next for Refuge ? 
Will they, for lack of a written Char- 


ter, claim their Privilege of Infallibili- 


ty, as People do their Eſtates by anci- 
eat Uſe and Poſſeſſion Time immemo- 
rial? They cannot do it, though they 
pretend to do it. For we can ſhew the 


Times when they had it not, nor ſo 
much as pretended to it. Diſuſe and 


Diſpoſſeſſion for ſeven or eight hundred | 


Years together, is enough to bar any 
Title in the World; and ſo long it was 
after Chriſt and his Apoſtles, before this 
Claim was ſet up; grounded in Forgery; 
back d by Power z cheriſhed: by Igno- 

_ cance, Cowardiſe, or State Policy; and 
2 laſt perfected and eſtabliſhed, at a 
Time when by the Irruptions of the bar- 
barous Nations into the Roman Empire, 
and the Diſtractions both of Church and 
State, a Cloud of gro Darkneſs had 
overſpread the Face of the whole Chriſ- 
tian World. For ſuch Times (and for 
ſuch only) was this Doctrine fit; as falſe 
in Fact as it is in common Senſe. Had 
it been obſerved, that whilſt all other 
Churches differed from themſelves, the 
Church of Rome aloxE was 


uniform 
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De Right of pri vate Judgment. 19 
W uniform in her Doctrines; this would 
haue had a ſpecious Look, as if the Pope 
Land his Council had a Privelege peculiar 
to themſelves, But nothing of this ap- 
f W cars in ancient Hiſtory. On the con- 
= trary z new Ages have produced new 
opinions, in the Church of Rome as well 
Jas elſewhere. One Pope and one Coun- 
cil bath decreed what another Pope and. 
another Council hath reverſed. This is 
a known Truth. And muſt it not be 
& Diſtraction (or ſomething worſe) after 
all this to talk of Infallibility ! But we 
ſee in many other Inſtances as well as 
VE this, that there is ſcarce any Abſurdity 
which Mankind may not be brought to 
ſubmit to when the Circumſtances of the 
Times have prepared them for 1 it. To 
proceed. 
\8 ach os about four hundred Years had 
1 ls and his Council thus lorded it 
= 4 the whole weſtern Church, when 
in the thirteenth: Century the Waldenſes 
er Lauda, ſprung up in France... The 
Leaders of this Sect were Laymenz but 
chey had acquainted themſelves with the 
i Scriptures, and in Spite of the Clergy 
. Judge for chender * the 
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Sonſegüence IN chat ag 115 
_ Contrarity, in ſone of th: C 15 61 
al Points of Chriſtian) | 
Wy Mures; And the FN Cena = 
ted, and were eſtabliſhed, inf the 
Pars ; they openly declatedagaintt 
them, and formed uch x Party a5 en 
darigered the downfal * the 2: iſh F 
crarchy. And now pray the 7 
Step that the Pope The A Cone 
WIEN Keane that the Pretence 
Infallibility would no longer ſerve, the 
ſtropk a yet bolder Stroke, and at once 
mut up, the Scriptures from common 
Uſe; This Was firſt ordered by tlie 
CountiFof Toulouſe, wes D: 12 0 15 
prohibits Lacks: rom Having the Bol 
of the Old or New: Em a: ; and 
does not permit fo much as the tranſlata 
ing them 1nto the vulgar Pere Thę 
Council: of Tre (Which was h ol 
«jd Time igf Ot Re Pee den treads 
| he fame Path, but with more Caurizn. 
Fe es not forbid tlie Tranflatcion of the : 
Seriptiires into the-- - vulgar Tongue; 
nor Ihe Lait (abſolutely) to read ther, 
5 it does Hat egthes'"to eke "Came 
i - of För ic ye tltat and Bobks 
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« be "pi with out, 
< Ordinary ;, 

4 805 ma any 0 Her ; to 
0 Hale ar abt 15 . Bn Cu Fa 
I and. beſides this HR 535 

e if. the Perſon be a Regular, he. ſhall 

"@ haye the Licence of hi 2 erior 37571 
This 18, ſupported; -alſo ella ine, 
Who. declares againſt the 7850 uous 
'Uſe of Scripture I ranſlations; and 
2 the Uſe of them to thoſe only 
vho can read them Ba „ that 
+* 3s, (ays he) who, ſhall, have; os; 
ke 188 e Toms the Or ar 

them +. , which; | un- 
pole Te pores th © le ee : 

EC faywgs.* © that f INCE it is mainfeſt by 
< Exper! eg that if the Holy Bible be 
* e e inthe gar 
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22 The free Uſe of the Scripture. 
< may grant the reading of the Bible, | 
in the vulgar Tongue (tranſlated, by 
Catholic Authors,) to ſuch as they 
ian underſtand can receive no Hurt 

< by ſuch reading, but Increaſe of Faith | 
and Piety; which Faculty let them 
< have in Writing. But he that, with- 
out ſuch. Faculty, ſnhall reſume to 
read or to have the Bible; he may 
< not receive Abſolution of his Sins, 
c except he firſt deliver up his Bible to 
< the Ordinary.“ hy 4 

This is the State of the People in the 
| Church of Rome. They are permitted 
the Uſe of the Scriptures, but upon ſuch 
Terms as amount to little lefs than a 
Prohibition. In the firſt Place, they 
may read no Tranflation but ſuch as has 
been made by Carbolict Authors ; and 
what Sort of Tranſlations ſome Catho- | 


tick Aurhors have furniſhed us with, the |) v 


Pier of very well know. © But the worſt 


of the Story is; thareven theſe may all 


nor be read but 2 Licence, which | 
Licence is to be granted to ſuch only as i 
he who'grants it ſhall juc . 2 N 1 

uo burt by fuch reading; 1 ill eaſi - 
* gies who they fe bee | 


le, Prieſt or Confeſſor will judge my re- 
by ceive hurt by reading the Scripture, viz 

ey all who may receive Impreſſions Hs 
urt vourable to the Doctrines taught and 
ith maintained in that Church; all who are 
em willing to make the Scriptures the Rule 
th- of their Faith and Manners, and are not 


to contented to take their Religion, merely 
ay upon the Authority of the Church. So 


ns, that in Conſequence of this Limitation, 


to bh ſhall have the Uſe of the Scriptures 


wo are ſo much attached to the popiſh 
Superſtions, as to be uncapable, perhaps 
of being ever ſet Right; and they who 
are in a Diſpoſition to recerve real Be- 
nefit from them, will be left to go Wirk 
out them. 
Ir was a great "Stretch thePapi oc 
d when 2 t up their oral Tradition 
as à Rule of Faith of equal Authority 
with the Scriptures. But 7his (ſo far as 
it goes) takes away from the Seri 
all Authority as a Rule; for tliat can- 
not be a Rule to e, ; which T m 


as not have recourſe. Upon this Foot, the | 


Scriptures will be a Rule to the Clergy 


in indy 8 ee e dee 
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| and co as marry as they ſhalt rhink- fit to 


24 Thefree Lie f the Scripture? 


but to every Body elſe it vill be juſt the | 
ſame. Thing as if, they had, never, been 


written, But is this. anſweriog.the E 


for which the Ferber Were gixen? 
Pray Pomlider how; this Caſe ſtood from | 
the Beginning. it When the, Scriptures 
were, firſt written they were written in 
the vulgar Language of thoſe Countries 3 
where.they' were written, and publiſhed 
as all other, Books are) for common 


ſe. WMhenithe Golpel, ſpreachitlelfin- Þ 


to other Countries, here the original 


Language i in which the Scriptures were 9 


written was not ment y, underſtood, 


they pere tranſlated into the Languages 
of thoſe, Countries, as ora Latin, Syriac, * 

Arabic, . Does not this ſhew that 
min the, Intention of thoſe. who. wrote 
_ and in the Senſe of the whole 
World, they were written for common 


Uſe. pÞF; What Right then doth the s 
Church 1b 


Rome canfine the oe of. 


Scriptures.to the Clergy, and to, thoſe 8 - 


_ whom they ſhall a e (ogra hor 


coptrary.to the Intent and ,ol Y 5 


the firſt. Compoſers? Lhe Pxetence, you 


ſee. js, that Experience, 0 70 e 85 is 


thraugh. he Kahne gt 7 
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7 De frre Te F the Scripture, 25 
tne hurt may ariſe» from the promiſcuous 
een # Ute of the Scriptures, + But was this a 
n Secret of their finding out? Were not 
9.5 the Scriptures always liable to Abuſe, or 
om is there any good Thing in the World 
arcs that is not? Yet St. Paul thought it to 
111 truſt his Epiſtles to common Ule, and 
ries even directs them to be read 49 ALL Ihe 
hed Holy Brethren * ; 3 notwithſtanding (as St. 
aon Peter ſays) there are in them ſome Things 
in- ard to be underſtood, which they that «vere 
ina! untearned and unſtable wreſted, as they did 
ere alfo the other Scripture, to their vn De. 
od, Brutzion. 2 Pet. iii. 16; Again; the Old 
«| Teſtament was as liable to Abuſes as the 
nen is; and yet St. Paul commends 
amol ly, that from à Child he bad known 
the holy. Scriptures. cohich were able to ma 
Bim wiſe unto Salvation; upon which Oc- 
caſion he gives this general Teſtimony 
to the Scripture; that it is profiteble for. 
Doctrine, for. KReprotf, for Correction, | for 
Inſtrufion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 
75 of; God (i. e. every Servant of God) may 
te perfect, "thor oughty furniſhed unto all good 
you B orbs. 2 Tim. iii. 13, 16. After this 
155 = who can. bear to hear the Church of 
n n *1Thef.v rn Gel 414661: 
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26 The free Uſe of the Scripture.” 
Rome telling us, that if the promiſcuous 


Uſe of the Seripture be permitted, more 
Laß than Profit will thence ariſe ! The 


Apoſtles knew the Loſs that might ariſe 


as well as they; and yet there were no 
Licencers in thoſe Days. The Scriptures 
were left open even to Children; which 
was the conftant Uſage of the Chriſtian 
Church, till Popery made this bold In- 
vaſion upon the Rights of the People. 
I fay the "Rights of -the People ; for 'a 
Right it is, as full and compleat, as the 


Low and Appointment of God can make 
it; and whilſt it is fo, nothing can juſti- 


fy the depriving them of it. If any a- 
buſe the Scriptures, be the Abuſe to 
themſelves.” The Church has no more 
a Right to deprive them of the Scrip- 
tures, than'the State has' to take away a 
Man's Inheritance, becauſe he is foolifh 
or wicked, and waſts it extravagantly. 
All that the Church 'can properly do in 
this Caſe is by Argument and Perſuaſi- 
on'to-endeivour to ſet thoſe right who 


have ſet themſelves wrong; in which 


ſhe may not always ſucceed. But what 
then? Evils of all Kinds muſt be born 
wy Patience, rather than Expedients 

tried 
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The free Uſe of the Scripture. 27 
tried that will introduce worſe. And 
which dowe think is worſt? To be left 

under the Hax ard of falling into Miſ⸗ 
takes, from Which there may be a Poſ- 
ſibility, or perhaps a Probability of our 
being recalled; or to be ſhut out abſo- 
lutely from the Means of Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and be made the Property 
of thoſe who have engroſſed thoſe Means 
to themſelves, and challenge an Exemp- 
tion from being ever called to an Ac- 
Count in the Uſe of them? What has 
'? this Method done in the Church of 
Rome, the only Church in the World in 
which the Experiment was ever tried? 
Why 'it has ftopt all Corruptions bur 
her own, which are the worſt of all Cor- 
Tuptions ; and which if they gradually 
crept in, in the Ages of Darkneſs and 
Ignorance, could n never have ſtood their 
Ground, when the World ſhould once 
come to recover their Senſes a little. 
This appeared in the Preaching of the 
Vaudbis, which was the firſt Glen of 
Light that broke through this thick 
Cloud; and would have produced great 
Effects (as it did in the Preaching of 
| oct afterwards) if it had been left to 
| £4, 454.5 ah on 2 1 * 4 its 
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28 Saint and Angel Worſhip: "© 

its own natural Workings. But Provi- 
dence was pleaſed to ſuffer the Spirit of 
Preſecution to interpoſe, which ſtifled it 
in its Birth, and drew in the ſecular arm 
to abet and enforce what the mere ſpiri- 


tual Authority of the C hurch could nes 


ver have ſupported. This is the laſt 
Engine of the Church of Nome, of which 
J ſhall leave the Papiſts in Poſſeſſion for 
the preſent, with all the Credit it can do 
to them or to their Religion. 

This Foundation then being laid that 


all Chriſtians have a Right to conſult and 


interpret the Scriptures, and that Scri 
ture is the Rule and the only Rule 5 
which all Doctrines are tobe triedʒ we may 
no proceed to the Examination of 9252 
Particular Doctrines in Which We differ 
from the Church of Rome. I ſhall begin with 


thoſe, which concern, the Honour due 35 


to God and our Lord: J eſus C hriſt, and | 
the publick Worſhip « of the Church. 
.ot+ BHAT there! is but one living and true 
God, the Papiſts acknowledge aswell as 
wes 8 the natural Inference i is that 
he alone is to be worſhiped. But the 


"1 Papiſts pay religious Worſhip, to An- 


gels, to Saint: (that i is, to the Souls of 
dead Men) yea even to Images of Wood 
and 


Saint and Angel Worſhip. 29 


and Stone: Expreſsly. againſt | the Di- 
rection of St. Paul, Col. it. 18. Let ub 
Man begpuile you of your Reward in à vo- 
| lJuntery Humility and WoRSHIPING of Ax- 
GELS intruding into thoſe Things which he 


hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up by his fleſh- 


Mud: Expreisly againſt the Letter 


of the firſt and ſecond Commandments, 


2 Thou ſhalt have nb other Gods before me. 
** Thou ſhalt not make to thee any graven In- 
7 age, or the likeneſs of any Thing that is in 
= Heaven above, or that is in the Earth be- 
8 neath, or that is in the Water under the 


9 Barth; thou fhalt not bow down' thyſelf to 
ben nor ſende them. © And, foratmuch 
as they worſhip theſe Saints and Angels 
as their Mediators or Interceſſors with 
2 God, it is alſo a Contradiction to what 
St. Paul ſays, 1 Tim. ii. 5. There is ONE 
3 Mediator between God and Men, tbe Man 
Cb. ea! 


Wrar now do the Epi ſau in ex- 


| cuſe for themſelves? They do not deny 


that they pay religions Worſhip to Saints 
and Angels. The Fact is notorious and 
eonfeſſed. But they ſay, they do not 
orſhip them with the Honours due te 
he ſupreme. God, but with a ſalordi 
3 ty nate. 


appear? They pray, they bow, they 


1 Worſhip at all ee higher or lows 


manifeſt; and this is the very Thing which | 


that had never been in Bodies, (ſuch as if 


30 Saint and Ange! Worſhip, | 
r igchef Worſhip. How does this 


kneel, they proſtrate themſelves, they 
make Vows, they burn Incenſe, they 
build Churches and Altars all this (I 
lay) they do to Saints and Angels. And 
what do they more than this ro expreſs = 
their Reverence to the ſupream God ? Þ 
What ſecret Re/erves they may have in 
their Muds to diſtinguiſn the Worſhip 
which they pay to Saints and Angels 
trom that which they pay to the ſupream 2 
God; I neither know, nor is it of any 
Conſequence to know: For the ſhort 9% 
Anſwer is, that the Scripture admits o 


er) to be paid to Saints or Angels; but 
torbids; ALL abſolutely and without Di- 
ſtinction. That they treat Saints and 
Angels as their Interceſſors with God is 


St. Paul condemns. This is the old ut 
Heathen Idolatry : For the Heathens j* © - 
worſhiped their Dæmons in like Man- 
ner. Theſe Dæmons were either Spirits, 


are the Angels) or they were the Souls +2 
* * Men who had been famous in 
their J | 


Saint and Angel Worſhip. 31 
their Generations: (ſuch as are the Saints) 
and both were ſuppoſed to be intermedi- 
ate Beings, between the ſuperior Gods 
and Men, who ſtood as Mediators or 
Interceſſors, carrying up the Prayers of 
the one, and bringing down Bleſſings 
from the other. This was the common 
Heathen Theology, which fome, it 
ſeems; were. bringing into the chriſtian 
Church. But in "Oppoſition to this the 
Apoſtle tells us, that God will have ho 
other Mediator than Hius ELT, in and by 
his only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, Gop 
in the Fleſh, fore-ordained before the Found- 
ation of the World, but manifeſted in ibe 
Funnes of Tine, to be a; Prince and a Savi+ 


eur; in ĩubbni weave BOLDNESS artd Arc- 


= cxss am God with CONFIDENCE by Faith 
in him; and to whole Office it will be 
a Reproach to have Recourſe to other 
2 Mediators, as if his Mediation Were not 


uy ſufficient for us. 713 OT 22S 
= - IREERE is . Paſſatre of i 9 


i Apoſtle which ſpeaks to the ſame Pur: 


2 poſe. It is 1 Cor. viii. 5,6. 7 Bong lh there 
be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven 
; F or in Earth (as there be in the heathen 
_ ar EPR. il. 12. Heb, w-6- 

= C 4 Ac- 
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Account] Gods many and Lords many) but 
to us [Chriſtians] there is but ons God the 
Father, of whem are are all Things, and 
wwe in him, ond od Lord Jeſus Chriſt by 
whom are all Things, and we by bim. This 
carries with it a plain Alluſion, to the 
heathen Diſtinction of ſovereign Gods 
and Demons, The firit are the Gods 
in Heaven of which the Heathens taught 
there were many. The Lords are the 
Gods en Earth or the Dæmons, who are 
called Gods en Harth, becauſe they were 
underſtood to be Preſidents or Diſpen- 
ſers of human Things; and of theſe the 
Heathens had many too. But we Chriſ- 
tians inſtead of theſe many heavenly Gods 
have but one ſovereign God the Father f 

ꝛ0 hom are all Things and we in him; and 

inſtead of theſe many Lords, or Medi ia- 
tors, we have but one Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
by. vhom are all T bings which come from 
the Father to us, and through whom al- 
one we find Acceſs unto him. This is 
the Apoſtle's Meaning; which agrees 
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Bur a. Papiſt perhaps will aſk; 9 7 
not God commanded us to pray one for 


another? And does not every Man that, 
prays for his Neighbour ſtand as a Me- 


diator between him and GOd? Strictly 


w | » ſpeaking ] think nat. For, a, Mediator 
is ſappoſed :o be a Perſon of ſome ſu- 
Perior Rank and. Dignity, who hath., 


immediate Acceſs to him 20 whom he 


me diates; Which is not the Caſe of li 
iuę Men with reſpect to God, who, from 
the Higheſt to the, Loweſt, are all of 
them Brethren, and have nene of them 
© immediate Acceſs to God. And there-, 
tore when, one Man prays. for another, 
it is to be conſidered, not as an Act ot 
Mediation, but, as an Act of Charity, 
which God hath;.commanded, becauſe 
it is a. conſtant Leſſon of brotherly. Love. 


and Charity ese one, another. But 


9 15 pofing, what may be admitted, in 2 
2 very, lo- Senſe, that every Man who 
©} prays for another, ſtands as a Mediator 
between him and God; ſtill they are but 
F Mediators, on Earth. But they are the 
Mediator in Heaver that welfare ſearchs 

ing after; and of them it is certain that 


chere is but one. What Accels, or com- 
G %%% 


34 Saint and Angel Worſhip. 
munication the Souls of departed Saitits 
have to or with God, I know not; and 

of Angels we are told no more than that 
they are miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to mi- 
niſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Sabva-' 
tion *, By this Expreſſion of /ending 
forth, it ſhould ſeem that the Buſinets i 
of Angels with Reſpe&t to Men lies in 
this lower World; and if (as is ſaid of 
Gaòriel, Luk. i. 19.) they and in the Pre- 
ſence of God; it is only to receive his 
Commands. It is not to perform the 
Office of Mediators. For unto which of 
the Angels ſaid he tt any Time, sir oN My 
RIGHT HAND until I make thine Enemies 
thy Footftool T? Fo t at God's right © 

Hand, is to be inſtalled in God's Throne, 
or to have a God-like Royalty; and 
this Privilege is peculiar to the Son of 7 

God, and incommunicable to any Crea- 7 
ture whatſoever; which is what the A- 
poſtle tells us, Eph: i. 20. where ſpeak- | 
ing of Chriſt, he faith, that God jet bin: 
at his own right Hand in the heavenly 
Places; far above all Principality, - and 
Power, and Might, an Dominion, and 
every Name that is named not only in this 
2 Heb.i.14 f Ibid, verf. x HI. 
: DT World 
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Warld, But alſo in that which'Þs 1% ng | 
And again, Philip ii. 9. Wherefore (chat 
is becauſe Chriſt 2umbied himſelf and Se- 
came obedlent to the Death of the roſs ) Ged 
alſo hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a Name which is above every Name, that 
at the Name of Feſus every 2 ſhoutd bow, 
of Things in Heat en, amd T as in Earth, 
and Things unde. the" Earth, & "Now 
it is this Exaltation to /t 4 Cats right 
Hand, which gives him the Prerogative 
of being our ſole Interceſſor with God, as 
theApoſtle morethanintimates, Rem. vii. 
34. Where he joyns them both together. 
Ibo f be that condemneth ? It 15 Chrift that 
tied,” yed rather that is Tijeh again, who 7's 
at the rig bi Hand of 0 and , ho makes 
Interceſſion for us- Who, in his right 
'Senſes, who knows he hath sv an Ad- 
e with God, can poſibly y.1 think of 
other! F 
H. this that I have ſaid ſhews, he 
Epe of that Pretence of the Church 
of Rome, viz. © That expiatory Mediati- 
Ee 8, A or meritorious Taterceſſion, does in- 
« deed appertain to Chriſt, alone, but 
1 Ko fone Interceſſion to pray for us not 
7 *66 + 10; and that for this, therefore we 
E | C 6 may 


3b Saint and Angel Wor fhip. 
may without Detogation to Chriſt, w 
* follicit either Saints or Angels.” For, K 
beſides that nothing is More. common pt 
O 
W 


with N in their Supplications to 
Saints and to God in their Names, than 
the expreſs, Mention of their Merits, 
Blood, and Sufferings, as Motiyes to God e 
to hear them; beſides this, I ſay, it 8 th 
plainly a ppears tha that the Scripture. knows ar 
of no ſuch Diſtinction, but ſets forth WM by 
Jeſus Chriſt as the only Agent for whatſo- 10 
ever is to be done for us in Heaven. He H 
and he only who died to ſave us, being = or 
p —_ - 
exalted to. God's 8 FI 1ght Hand, fits: there No 
to make I Inter ceſſion for us. But the at * 
Wapifts haye as many Agents in ; Heayen ar 
28 Per Have Saints and Ang gels; ob 4 
muſt needs; be A Derogation to Chriſt, « as nc 
it is upon other Accounts a vain and.; A oF nc 
Hoolith Superſtition, St. Paul tells us it bt 
is iutruding into thoſe Things which we i 'G 
have not 707 : And what hay? We #4 I 
Or * have en taught that can afſure us, T 
how much the Saints or Angels in Hea- | 1d 
ven Enow of Wat We are doing hexe on . 
Earth? If they cannot hear our Prayers 14 
* is Ok 9100 05 to them | ag. hay . 


ith 
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without. giving them chat ing 
Knowledge which is, proper to the. 3 


5 
= 


pream Being, and Which cannot be given 


to any Creature on Earth or in Heaven 
without Impiety ? 5 

Bor there is one Thing very materia] 
yet to be taken notice of which is, that 
the Papiſts apply themſelves to Saints 
and Angels, not, Gmply, Tuterceſſers, 
but as the Objects of their vl ON 3 10l- 
2H lowing herein the Manner of the old 
23 Heathens, who conſidered their Dæmons 
or inferior Gods, as utelary Deities, ſome 
cover Countries or Kingdoms, other over 
Cities, other over Perſons, and F amilies, 
and Occu pations, defend;n and | proteftar, 
them from the Evils of ife. If this 


not having more Gods than one, Iknow 


not what is. F or what is having a God, 
bat treating ſome Being or other as 
* God; and can you do this fo effectual- 
5 * as by making him the Object of your 
Truſt? This 3s s the very Deſcription of 
Idolatry as given us by 5 Prophet 
| Tei Chap . xlii. Verſ. 1 7 5 boy Gall 4% 
| turned back, they ſhall be 5 ee, 
a, TRUST in raven Trages : that Jay to 
| molten  Tmages e are our Gods, This 
was 


25 
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I: hey believe that all Things are 0. 3 | 
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Was the Idolatry of the Heathens, "who | 
Trufted to their Demons (Angel or dead 
'Men, as I have ſhewn) as the Admini- | 
ſtrators of temporal Things, and looked | 
upon themſelves as ſafe under their Pro- | I 
tection in Vertue of the Worſhip that 
was paid them; and yet theſe Prog f 
believed that all Things were done by 
the Will, Power, and "Authority of thi 
cæleſtial Gods, but withal 'by the Mi- © 
niſtry of theſe Dæmons. This is exact. 
1y Thi Caſe of the Church of . 


by the Power,” Will, and Authority & | 


the one true God ; © nevertheleſs they 


Place a religious Truſt in their Dientiors | 3 
Las we may very properly call thein) Þ 
their Saints. and Angels. To fe 
you of this T will give you one Example 
which 7 may ſerve. in the ſtead” of ws 
others that. might be produced: It is in 
their Prayers to the Virgin Mary ich 1 
run in this Language bY Hail Queen; 4 
* the Mother of Mercy 3 our Life, He- 
* light; and Hope, hail: We Jhelter 


6 * ourſelves under thy. Protection; de- 


piſe not our Supplications, but enk. 


ver us from all Dangers. —O'! 
US; Lay, 1 


Saint and Angel Werſtip. 

Lady, holy Mary, Mer ae 
« {e}f into thy bleſſed Truft, and ſingu- 
lar Cuſtody, and into the Boſom or 
thy en this Night and forever- 
« more.” Is not this the very Lan- 
guage of the heathten Idolaters towards 


ple IF their- Idols—D#LivR ime; for thou uri 


b | my God® ? Are there any ſtronger Terms 

W ro Ke conceived, „by which to expreſs 
chat Truſt which we owe to the ſupreme 
= Being? The preſent Greek Church prays 


9 likewiſe in the ſame Strain. O] thou 


Virgin; Mother of God; thou im- 
1 « Prepnable Wall, thou Fortreſs of Sal- 
7 «ation; we call upon thee” that thou 


us 4 wouldſt fruſtrare the Purpoſes of bur 
Enemies, and be a Fence to this City 


the Hape the Safety, and the Sanbiu- 
2 ©< ary+ of Chriſtians.“ Nor is this the 
Language of Yeſterday on only. Go up 
do the very Beginning of Saint-worſhip, 
and you will find the Saints called To- 
, Walls, Babwarks, Portreſſes, and the 
- Fke. T could ſhew this in many Inſtances 
from Writers of the fifth Century; but 
# 7 j 
e eee 
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the Reſt. Je is from, Theodory; * "67 who: 

calls 1 holy Martyrs „ Guardi- 
Lieutenant of Places. | 
; « — tains of Men; Princes, Champi- 
1 eee Guardians, by whom, Diſ- 


<< aſters are turned, from us, and thoſe, | | 5 
<« which come. from Devils, . debarred; S.- 


FAD AVER , n ROE this ch 
very Image of the heathen tutelar Dei, 
ties ; Is it nat the very Thing itſelf, on- 


ly Sub ianng, cbrithan. Saints in the 1 


Room of the heathen, Dæmons or He: J 


Toes 2. The. Author confeſſes and bi 
of. 1 it too. Our. Lord God (ays- he) 
« hath. brought, his Dead in t Room 
7 and Place..of. your Gods, and hath 
given their Honours to his Martyrs. 
AInſtead of Jupiter and Bacchus, we — 
<< Peter, and Paul, and Thomas,, and 
Sergius, and other holy 2 2 to 

hom, they that are in Heal Ade 
: &« for | or the Continuance thereof; and they 
<< that. have, been long Sick pray 1 for Re- 
« covery z the. Barren alſo pray for 
6 Children; and IP that are to take a 
75 e rney,;defire the Martyrs.to 


ompanions, or rather their | 


De curandis Gracar. AHeclibis, 1 
| „Guides 
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« Guides in their Journey . Juſt f© 

the Heathens | and to ſhew you that 
= theſe Chriſtians were reſolved to be be- 
&Z hind them in nothing, it ſhould be ob» 
© ſerved, that when any (ſuppoſed) Cures 
= were wrought by theſe Applications to 
: the Hye ; gs 4f did "_ he Hear 


| 88 * may not de amiſs 1355 to give you a Lift 
of the-popiſh, tutelar Saints, as I find them col- 
lected by the Scholzaft upon Eraſinus s Religicus 
Pilgrimage. For the Winds, they have, Vale fic fan 
== Theedulus, John, and Paul. For the Fire 


gaib and Florianus. For the Storm Ne 7 
| 1 and 3 For Wine——Urban. F or. Corn 


he) —Judocus... For Geeſe——Galtss. F or Egg 

72 1 Mendelin. For Hor, TI ulogius. For Ox- 

1th 8 e For Antony.” For Mite 
Gertrude.* For Dormice——Hildric. Fur 


— Catharine. For Painters=———Lake.;For 


4 FEW 


LVE Phyſicians Coſma and Damianus. For Carpen- 
nd XZ ters ——Eulogins. For Shoemakers—— Criſpin and 
- = Crifpinian. For Taylers=—3G utinais" For Petters 
.t9 1 boar. '#F or Hunter.. Euftathins.. ' For 

XZ Phores and boremaſters Abra and Magdalen. 


For the Plague Sebaſtian. For the Pax 
FNoclus [there is one of this Tribe now Hving who | 
calls himſelf Rock, who does at leaſt as h good 
and map, for ought I know, be as good a. Saint 


ea a his Anceftor.] For the Fever ——Petronclla 
to (Peter the Apaſtle 8. Daughter, ] For crack "a Ne. 
eir Vitatiout— GCiſfinnab. More Wien, de added 


| but Fam tired. 


thens 


* 
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thens uſed to do in like Caſes; they | e 


| brought Preſents and Gifts to be hung 
up in the Church, as ſo many grateful F 
Acknowledgments. Some preſented che 
Effigies of Eyes; others, of Hands 
(correſponding to the Parts that had 
been diſtemper d) and theſe made of 


Gold or Silver. T 1 I have from the ru 


fame Author. 4 
"Wii the' Papifts-nc now - pretend to FM 4 


that they pray to Saints or: Angels no w. 
'otherwiſe than as one Man aſks another F 


to pray for him? If you wanted your 


Neighbours Prayers, would you call 


Him your Rock, your Bulwark, your a 
Protector or your Defender? STD a 


this be horrid Blaſphemy? Would it 
not be making Idols of living Men? It 


3s not ſurely making leſs of them, when 
ſuch Addreſſes are offered to dead ones. 
Nor let the Papiſts alledge, that though 
they do place a religious I ruft in Saints 3 
or. Angels,. they traſt in them not as 
Gods. but ad the Miniſters of God for 4 
by confeſſing them to be Inſtruments, 4 
they declare them ipſo facto to be impro- | 
per Objects: of, Air. a e is 

2 ever- 
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they evermore due, not, to the Inſtrument, 
hung but, to the Principal and to him only. - 
etul , Axl. this confidered, it may ſcem 
d.the ſtrange, that Saint or Angel Worſhip 
ands XZ ſhould ever have found Admittance 
had among Chriſtians. And yet it is true 
that Saint Worſhip is the oldeſt Cor- 
ruption that broke out in the Church of 
Chriſt. In the apoſtolick Age there 
was certainly nothing of it. St. Stephen 
was the firſt Martyr; and of him it ap- 
pears in the Scripture. Hiſtory, that no 
greater Honour was paid him after his 
4 Death, than what, by the Cuſtom of 

all Nations, is paid to deceaſed Friends: 
t For deuout Men carried him ia bis burial 
aud made great Lamemation oven bim, 
Act. viii. 2. But in the next Age the 
Remains of the Martyrs were treated 
with more Ceremony. They were bu- 
ried in ſome convenient Place, where 
the Faithful met together upon every 
annual return of, the Days of their Mar- 
XZ tyrdom; with much Joy and Gladneſs, 
to bleſs God for his Mercies vouchſafed 
to and by his Saints, and to inſtruct and 
confirm others by their Examples. This 
was the firſt Riſe of Saints Days in the 
. chriſtian 
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chriſtian Church; which you Tee! was 
very early, and thus far certainly both 
innocent and laudable. But in Proeeſs 
of Time great Superſtition crept” in. 
Oratories were built over the Graves of 
the Martyrs, where Tapers were burnt 
(as was the Manner of the Heathens-in 
their Temples) and Prayers offered up: 
and that Worſhip which is due (and, at 
firſt, was paid) only to God and his Son 
was transferred to the dead Martyrs 
themſelves; yea evento their Coffins, their 
Duſt and Aſhes; "eſpecially after an WM: 
Opinion ptevailed; that the Reliques of 
the Martyrs had a miraculous Power in 
chem to heal Diſeaſes- This was old 
Heatheniſm: This is Popery too; 
which began to ſhew itſelf about the lat- 
ter End 2 the fourth Century; before 
which Time we have no Evidence from 
Hiſtory, of any Prayers offered up to 
Saints or Angels, or oft any Miracles 
wrotight by the 6 Bones or other Reliques 
of Saints, But go dowyn to the Ages 
lower and you will fee enough of them. 
Theſe Tares once fown had à very quick 
nn 175 and in the Space bf about a 
2115 eval] di? 10 01 nee 0 


-aiftin 15 


= —— - —— * x — 
— \ 2 9 7 $$ -* — 2.7 os oe = 8 = 1 
2 : n 2 0 — R—_— TE 
cs ths 7 ̃˙ (T — — - 
— — — — — — — — — EW 


+ 4 
. 
{> 
oy 


iy 
* 

1 4 

+, 4 
« . 


nage Monſtip. 45 
hundred Vears over-ran the whole Chriſ⸗ 
tian Church. 1138 

From the Worſhip of Saints andabeir 
Reliques, the Tranſition to IMAGE 
Woxsnle,was, caly and natural; eſpeci- 
ally as this alſo was a Part of the. old 
heathen Idolatry. For the heathen Dæ- 
mons being not viſibly preſent among 
Men; their Votaries, after a Sort, en- 
deavoured, to make them ſoz; by, conſe- 
crating Images, and Pillars, as Places 
for their more ſpecial — — But 
as this was e groſſeſt Lack of e 


a8. J can. * 0 Inet 14 1 ee 4 b 
One Tig; 185 1 98 * there were 


1 Ze i in the chriſti- 


hurch, 4 for. Ages. \ F Or. the 


thens of thoſe. Times {who de _ 
the 4 ainneſs, and Single of 

chrif tian Worſhi P) charged it as a Re. 
proae againſt the Chriſtians that they 


PD nages: Wicht the buſt Apole- 


gift 
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e graving or painting, the Image of owe 
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giſts were ſo far from denying, that they | 
anſwered them, that it was impoſhble 1 
for thoſe WhO knew God: to "Worthip G 
Images. 4 fe 4 / 
Tux firſt Us of images 118 in pri- Y 
vate Houſes; introduced moſt proba- W+. 


_ bly, by ſuch as had been Genes, and W« 


being converted to the chriſtian Faith, «+ 
retained yet ſome Remnants of Pagan- 
1m, not thoroughly purged; of this we 
have Examples in the fourth Century. 
For Euſebius (who flouriſhed in the ear 
of our Lord 3 30.) ſays that in his Time 
there were thoſe, who << cauſed the. C 
Images of Peter and Paul, and of our abe 
c Saviour himſelf to be made, and Ta- po 
<< bles to be painted. But this Cuſtom 
Thewing itſ openly and beginning 
every iy kae gave great Of. 
3 to the ſoberer, and better inſtruc 
ted Chriſtians; inſomuch that wg the 
"Year 400. an Imperial Edict was put 
Hfhed Trorbidding' the ſetting Forth 


4 Saviour Chriſt; in Colours, Stone of 
any other Matter; and orderingiſte 
under ſevere Penalties, that * in what; 
84 e Image ſhould be found 


1 


a 
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3 cc jt ſhould be taken away.” However, 
ir ſhould ſeem; that about this Time Pic- 
tip | tures began tobeput upeveninChurches. 
For Zpiphanins tells us of his © going 
into a certain Church to pray; where 
-oba- he found a linen Cloth hanging in the 

and Church, painted and having in it the 
aith, “ Image oC Chriſt or of ſome Saint; 
gat which the good Biſhop' was ſo much 
offended, that he tore it in Pieces; and 
gave Orders that from thenceforth no 


F< Religion) ſhould be hanged up in the 
. Church of Chriſt.”- You ſee then that 
above three hundred Years after the A+ 


d Ta- poſtles Times the Images of Chriſt, or 


f any Saint, were ſo far from being al- 
ingWowed' to be worſhiped, that even the 


y was forbidden as contrary to Religi- 
n: So jealous were they left the Uſe of 
them ſhould prove a Snare to lead Men 
into FAdofatly”; -of which, no doubt, Ex- 
ice had afforded ſome Examples. 
Bor go down threefcore Years lower 


Biſhop of Nola (Panlinus- by Name) 


UPS the Walls of his Cu W be 
painted 


ſuch painted Cloths (contrary to our · 


ſe of them either publicklye or private- 


to the Year 460; and you will find a® 
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City. Upon this, Complaint was made 


have Images Inſtrudicn, they might 
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ainted with Stories taken out of the -« 
Old Teſtament, And ſhortly after up- «<< 
on, the Irruption of the Gibs and /anaals ¶ h. 
into Laly, and all the weſtern Parts of C 
Europe, (when, amidſt this Confuſion, ot 
the State of Learning was very much tb 
ſunk and great Ignorance began to pre- B 
vail): Images came into the chriſtian di 
Churches in, thoſe weſtern- Countries; C 


- 


not no in painted Cloth only, but em- 
boſſed in Stone, Timber, Metal, and 3 th 
other ſuch Materials; and were not on- ce 


ly ſet up, but , zvorſbiped allo. Yet was P: 
this J//orſaip, paid to Images, but then in E. 


its Infancy. For, above a hundred ar 


Vears after (about the Lear 600) e 


7 | Y 2 be: | 
d that Serenus of Maſſile (to 
; 1 II : ” 7 41 Y 329 1 


2A 


give ſome Check to this growing Ido. g: 
latry) brake to Pieces all the Images of 


Chriſt; and of Saints that were in that 
to the Biſhop. of Rome (Hope Gregory the 
firſt) who! in, an Epiſtle to Serenys, co. 
mends him for fliſcouraging Image Wor- 
ſhip, but, blames, him for breakingethe 


7 
* # 


have, them; but that by all Means 
se have them; but that by. all Means 
4 Nelfag 8 4 
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< they ſhould avoid paying any religi- 
4 ous Worſhip to them.“ We have 


* here then (fo late as 600 Years aſref! 


re- Biſhop in the chriſtian World that ever 


Chriſt) a Pope, allowing indeed the U/e 
of Images in Churches, but condemning 
the worſhiping them; and he was the firſt 


did allow Images to hy put up in 


| n Churches. HHH een 


' Gregory's' Fin was ſo great in all 
the weſtern Church; that by his En- 
couragement, Images were ſet up in all 
Places. But When the Greeks! in the 
Eaſt heard of this they tool Offence ; 


dre 1 and gave it as their Opinions that. zien: 


de ages could have no Place, nor oughr. 
be ſer up in Churches. And thus rg 
gan the Breach between the eaſtern and 


of the weſtern Parts of Chriſtendom; with 


the Pope at the Head of one Party, and 


C I the Emperors: at the Head of the other; 
he of whom Leo, the third Emperor of that 


Name, (about the Lear 530.) by Pro- 
damation commanded that all Images 


gethe fer up in Churches ſhould be plucked 


can Conſtantinople, oe 


down and defaced; and cauſed all Im- 
ages that were in the Imperial City of 


50 Image Worſhip.” 


in the Midſt of the City, and there pub- 
lickly burned them to: Aſhes; notifying 
the ſame to the Biſhop of nn and re- 
quiring him to do ae like. But the 
haughty Pope (Gregory the Third of that, 
Name, who now began to be a Match 
for Kings and Emperors) inſtead of o- 
beying tne Emperor's Orders, aſſembled 
a Council of 1talian Biſhops againſt him, 
and then made Decrees fur Iuiages, and 
that mare Reverence and; Honour ſhould! #8 
he given to them than was before; and 


; Rirred up the Lalians into Rebellion, 
forbidding them to pay any more Tri- 
bute. Where, by the Way, you may 

obſerve a notable Example of the Pope's 3 
Infallibility. 'Gregory>the. Firſt, about a' i 
hundred/Years before (as you. have feen), h 
condemned che Worſhip of Images: Gre- F = 
gory the Third>now»efabli/hes it, as did 
his Succeſſors __ him, as N will ſee . 
preſently: ?:: b te N e, > Bf 
- For . 255 was ag E 
by his Son Caꝝſtantiue the Vth; who being a 
— with the Council which Popz F 1 
Gregory:had. aflembled in {taly in Defi- in 
ance 22 che damtriellAnthprity «f He al- 4 | 
o aflembled la CGuncil at Wr 
| C1 1 


— 


NAS g. 2 gd —=_Wg 
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N . 2 all the. tearned Men and, FE 8. 1 


„ EMS; 


e and Rabe a e that x7 
Tmages ſhould be taken out of Churches; 
which Decree the Emperor ſent to Faul, 
then Biſhop of Rome, requiring the Ex- 
ccution thereof ; which both he and his 
X Succeffor Stephen the Third refuſed, 
And another Council being aſſembled in 
Taly, the Council of Conſtantinople called 
by the Emperor was condemned of He- 
reſie, and it was decreed that © the holy 
Images (for ſo they called them) of 
705 Chrilt, the bleſſed Virgin, and other 

„Saints were indeed worthy of Honour 
and Worſhiping.” Theſe Things 
3 ha appened about the ee 3 
War the Emperor C Wantine was 
dead, Leo the Fourth (his Son) reignec 
i after him; who by his Wife Fene hat 
4 Sant named 12 Nanline, the Sixth 

F Emperor, of that Name, But he, being 
aA Minor when his Father died, the Go- 


1 vernment during his Minority, was left 


ia the Hands of the Empreſs his, Mo- 


cher. This Empreſs, was a zealous Pro- 


4 rmorer of Image Worſhip ; ; and,-out of 
15 2 Res 
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Revenge. to her Father-in- law Conftan- 
tine who had been zealous againſt it; ſhe 
ordered his Body to he digged up and 
openly NG arhed. and, the, Aſhes. to be 
thrown into the Sea. Then ſhe aſſem- 
bled a Council of the Biſhops of a and 
Greece, at the City of Nice; where the 
Pope's Legates being Preſidents of the 
Council, and ordering all Things by 
their own Will; the Council which be- 
fore was aſſembled by Conſtantine and 
had ordered all 8 to be deſtroyed, 
was again condemned as heretical ; and 


A Decree was. made that Images 9 5 70 


be put up in. all the Churches of Greece, 
and that Honour and Worſhip, ſhould 


alſo be paid to them. The next Step 


this wicked Woman, took, was to de- 
throne her Jon, and uſurp the Empire 
to herſelf; Finch the Son ſoon recover- 


ed; and, ſeeing the Superſtition of his 


Mother and what Idolatry was brought 


into the Church, he caſt. down,. brake- 


and burned all the Idols that ſhe had ſet 
up. But his Mother afterwards got the 
better of him; and, having firſt put o = 1 


both his ig Cal, aim into Ache Fe 


8 


e- 1 


* . 
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to prevent all Oppoſition from future 
Emperors, by one bold Stroke, tranſ- 
lated the Empire from the Greeks, and 
gave it to Charles (ſirnamed the Great) 
King of the Franks. This was done by 
the Conſent of the Empreſs Irene; for 
which ſhe was depoſed and baniſhed by 
the Lords of Greece, who, by common 
Conſent, choſe Nicephorus to be Emper- 
or in his ſtead; whom the Biſhop. of 
Rome and the weſtern Parts of the Em- 
pire would not acknowledge; for they 
had already choſen Charles. Thus the 
Empire, which before was one, was now. 
divided into' two (Charles: and Nicephorus.. 
ſoon coming to an Agreement to ſhare. 
it between themſelves) and Image Wor- 
ſhip rode triumphant | throughout, all 
1taly and moſt of the weſtern Parts. But 


Images were not ſo' faſt ſet up in the 


Weſt; but Nicephorus and the Emperors, 
bis Succeſſors in the Eaſt, Pry them 
down and deſtroyed therh as faſt; and 
hen Headorusthè eaſteti Emperor would 
have agreed with the Biſhop of Rome at 
he Council of mas. and have fet up 
mages; he was, by the Nobles of the 
1 of Greece, et and another 
3 Wal 
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was choſe in his Place; which occaſion- ] 
ed ſuch a Rupture between the eaſtern i 
r 
made up. So that when the Saracens, M 1 
firſt, "and a frerwards the Turks, 1 inyaded t 
the Chriſtians ; one Part of Chriſtendom |} # 
would not help the other; the Conſe- — 
quence of which was, the Loſs of the, W t 
Whole eaſtern Empire from the Chriſti- 
ans to the Mahometans,. who are in, 
Poſſeſſion of it to this Day. -. +... . | 
_T ave thought it fit to acquaint you 
with this important Part of Church Hiſ- 
tory, for the Sake of thoſe profitable In- 
ſtructions that ariſe from it. Tou ſee, | 
in the firſt Place, the great and manifold 
Evils of Superſtition; and from what 
{mall Beginnings the greateſt Events do 
ſometimes ariſe. You ſee, likewiſe the 
Juſtice of God's Providence, who, when 
the Chriſtians had corrupted their Ways 
before him, gave them up to be led 
away by the wicked Imaginations of E 
their own Hearts, to worſhip dumb J- thi 


- 


© dols of Wood or Stone; to the Ruin his 
ol the Empire, and the almoſt utter Ex- an: 
tirpation of the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, 
where it drew (as I may ſay) its firſt by 
eee eee 


Ks OY 
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Breath, and where it ſhone forth for 
ſome Ages in all its Purity and. Glory. 


Thus God, who ſcattered his ancient 


People the Jews among the Heathen for 
their Idolatries; hath for our Idolatries 
brought the Heathen: into our” Inheritance / 
— But that which Iwould chiefly obſerve 
to you, as pertinent to our. preſent Ar- 
gument, is, the unparallePd Aſſurance 
of the Church of Rome, in obtruding 
(if ſhe dares indeed to obtrude) upon 
the Ignorant the Doctrine of Im 

Worſhip, as an apoſtolical Tradition, 


which was never heard of till 400 Years 


after Chriſt; which, upon its firſt Ap- 
pearance was diſcouraged and condem- 
ned by the whole catholick Church; 
which made its Way through infinite 
Struggle and Oppoſition for 400 Vears 
more; and which was eſtabliſhed in the 
weſtern Church againſt the almoſt una- 
nimous Conſent of the Churches in the 
Eaſt, by Rebellion and Bloodſhed No; 
this is not the Doctrine of Chriſt or of 
his Apoſtles, but the Doctrine of Popes 
and their Councils. It was a Pope that 
firſt ſer up Images in Churches. Itiwas 
by * the Worſhip f them was 
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_ encouraged, and ſuported; and thoſe 


heatheniſh Superſtitions and Impieties 
brought into the Church, which it was 
the Deſign of Chriſt and his Apoſtles to 
root out from the Face of the Earth. 
But neither Popes nor Councils could 
have done this, but by the Permiſſion 
and Council of God, who hath- fore- 
ſhewed in his holy Word, that thus it 


ſhould be. And it may be a Subject 
not leſs entertaining than uſeful to _ ; 


theſe Prophecies, before you. 

St. Paul, in the ſecond ne of the 
| ond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians Ver. iii. 
4. ſpeaking of Chriſt's ſecond coming, 
ſays, 0 Dey ſhall not come - except there 
rome a falling away firſt, and that Man of 
Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition, who 
oppoſeth aud exalteth himſelf above all that 
is called God, or that is worſhiped; ſo that 
bezi:as God, 1 treth in the Temple of God 
ſeeming himfelf that be is God.—Is it pot- 
{ible to give a tranſient Look upon this 


Picture and not ſee the Pope in it? You 


have ſeen him challenging Infallibility, 


and the ſole Right of ſetling all Points 


of Faith. You have ſeen him treading 
A the N ecks of ene anct diſpoſ- 
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ing Empires according to his ſovereign: 
Will. Is nbt the firſt. Atting in tb 
Temple of God,  ſhewing bimſelf as God“ 
Is not the ſecond, oppoſing: and exalting 
himſelf above all that is called God or that 
is worſhiped, that is above all earthly 
Sovereigns, who, in the Language of 
thoſe Times, were called Gods, and re- 
ceived divine Honours? But I will 
paſs by this Text for the preſent, to be 
reſumed after I have read to you ano- 
ther Paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle which 
you will find 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. and 
which with a few/{mall;Changes' in the 
Tranſlation (fully juſtified by the origi- 
nal Greek) will Foxy — The Spirit 
ſpeateth expreſoly, that in the latter Times 
/ome ſhall revolt from the Faith; attending 
- ane Spirits "and Deftrines of Dæ- 
Through the Hypocriſy of Liars ha- 
ail . Conſciences: Forbidding to'marry 
and commanding to abſtain from" Meats. In. 
both thele Paſſages there is an A poſtacy 
foretold; / which, in one of them, our 
Tranſlation renders a falling away ; in the 
other, a departing from the Faith; but 
the Erret word,, in both Places, is one 
and the fame @ncracia APOSTACY'; Which 
Is . D 5 is, 


SO (  —— 
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is, not when Men reject the Faith which 
they never received; but when they de- 
part or revolt from the Faith which they 
had received ; and therefore the Perſons 
here ſpoken of mult be ſought tor among 


Chriſtians and not among Jews, Hea - 


thens, or Mahometanse Theſe Men, 


the Apoſtle ſays were (ro) /ome:; which: 


does not mean that the Number of theſe 
Revolters fhonld be ſmall. For this; 
Expreſſion is oſten uſed in Scripture 
where very great Numbers are ſpoken 
af. Iwill give you but one Inſtance, 
which. i is a very pregnant one. It is in 
x Cor. x. - 10. Neither be ye 1dolaters 
as SOMBE'of them tuene . Neither let us com- 
mit Fornication as so of them— Neither 


© let us tempt Chriſt,” as SOME of them-—Net- 
In alt 


ther murmur ye as SOME. of them. + 
theſe Inſtances, the Word ſame expreſſ-. 
eth very great Numbers; and in the 
aft, in particular, it was à great home 
indeed; for it was all the Peoplees except 

Maſes, Joſbua, and Cale. And thus 
much ve are to underſtand here that this 


Apoſtacy from the chriſtian Faith ſhoulti 


be general, not extending abſolutely to 
My but to all with N Exceptions. 


2 IN 


the Perſons; by 2 


en foi Del fonte that they 
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Ie what this Apoſtacy was to conſiſt, 
the Text in Tn⁰ ſafftiently informs 
us. It was to be an Attention or giving 
heed 10 Dotirines of Devils or Dæmons ; 
that is, not to Doctrines which. Devils, 
or Dæmons taught; but (as this Cont 
ſtructio is often uſed) to Doctrines colt 
rerniug Demons: Me are here alſo act 
quainteU-with tlie Means, by which,-and 
this Apoſta oy 
ſhould be introduced. It was to be by 


the Lies, andForgeties of Hypocrites Who 


had ſeated Conſtientes who forbad to mar- 


, and tommandedt to apſtain from Meats. 


'The firſt of thieſe Characters agrees with 
What is“ ſaid in the Theſſalonians! of Bk 
Aan of Sin, whoſe coming was to be ch 
all Powe aud S. gu and hing Wonders, and 
ith alt Aeceioubleneſs of wnrightebuſntſs} in 
them that periſfi;” wen Who G Wo 
ſhould Believæ 
So that there can 


9 Dye. 2 Theft 1. 9. 
ey 


be no doubt but the two Pallage 
to'one and the ſame Event-. | 

Now! pleaſe to look back pod what 1 
have been” "opening, to'yor;/ and judge 
for- yourſelves whether this Peſertion ; 
of the — Foxretold bythe Apoſtle, 
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is not an exact Deſcription of the cor- 


rupted Church of {=o That their 


Saint, Angel, and Image -Worſhip is 
nothing leſs than the old Dæmon Wor- 
ſhip revived has been ſufficiently . 
ed. And as to the Means by which, and 


the Perſons by zvbom this Worſhip was 


to be brought into the Church, they an- 
ſwer to the Characters in the Text to a 
Tittle. For this Apoſtacy was to be 
brought in by thoſe who forbad Marri- 


Age, and commanded Abſtinence from Meats, 


So was Saint Worſhip brought in by 


the Monks, who by the avowed Rules of 


their - Profeſſion are bound to abſtain 
from both. The Church of Rame ob- 


ligeth all her Members to abſtain from 
certain Meats on certain Days, and at 


certain Times. N Monks as they are 


never te Marry, ſo they are never to 


cat Fleſh; and theſe were the principal, 
diſtinguiſhing: Obſervances of the firſt 
Monks, be fore they came to be gather- 
ed into à Society under certain ſet Rules. 


Paul of Ihebais (the Father of ; them) 


abſtained (as from Marriage, ſo) from 


all Meats excepts Bread and, Dates. An- 
1 199: (the next) cat ** but _ ; "= 


2; * — 
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and Salt; and both . drank. no other. 
ink than Water. But there were af- 


terwards different Obſervances among 


them of this Kind. Some cat no Fleſh 
but Fiſh... Some neither of both; but 
only,F ruits and Herbs. Some eat fly- 
ing Creatures; but abſtained from all 
beſides. But all, univerſally, and per- 
petually, eee from Marriage; al- 
though St. Paul had {aid that Marriage 
is honourable Ix ALL *; and that Every 
Creature of God is good, and. NOTHING 19 
be refuſed, ir it be received 2511 J. bankſ- 


giving 7. 
Retirement * the World for * | 


templation and the Exerciſe of bodily 


Auſterities, is a very old Superſtition 3 
and is by St. Paul condemned as a vain 
one, in two Places; and it is very 


obſervable that in both thoſe Places it 


ſtands connected with Saint Worſhip, 
as if he meant to ſuggeſt to us, that 
theſe two Superſtitions ſhould, in after 
Times, accompany each other. So, 
however, in Fact it was. For in the 


Reign of Conſtantine, the firſt chriſtian 
Heb. xiii. 4. + 1 Tal) dv; Ul by + Tim. 


iv. 8 W ü. 16, 217, 22, 23260191 251048 
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Emperor, the monaſtick Life was gr wn 
into great Reputation, and Wien after 
tkis (as we have ſeen) Saints began to be 
worſhiped, and Stories to be told: of Mis 
racles wrought at their Tombs, and 
elſewhere, by their Bones and Retques! 
And the Monks were of all Men the 
moſt buſy in ſpreading theſe Reports, 
and: in hawking: Reliques up and down 
the Country. So fay all the Writers of 
thoſe Times; and, in particular, u. 
guſting. <<: Fhe Devil (faith he) hat! 
< /difperfed- in every Corner, ſuch à 
„Crew of Hypocrites under the Habit 
f Menke gadding about every Coun- 
veitryz ſent Where; ſtaying no where; 
«every where reſtleſs whether fitting or 
wa ſtanding. * Aha what wis their Bu- 
fineſs ? The ſame Author tells Your, 
3s Some ſell the Liinbs of Martyrs (if 18 
e he of Martyrs) ahd all arc aſking all 
3« exacting, either the Expenees of a 
* painful | Poverty, or the Hire of a 
£ counterfeit Sanctity. * But Gregory 
of Tours (Who: lived in the ſame Centu- 
ry) will tell you, that they were not all 
Martyrs Bones that theſe wanderingHy- 
Procrites ſold. For: ſays he, certain 
. ; 66 | py 
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„ Monks came to Rome; and near to 
St. Paulis Church in the Night- time, 
<< digged& up certain Bodies; who being 
<, apprehended; confeſſed, that they 
c meant to have l them into 
ce Greece, for Reliques of Saints. The 
ſame Author relates A Story of another 
Knave (a 25 1k too) who; pretended. to 
come. ont of Spain with Martyrs Reli- 
ques z but: that upon Examination they: 
were fotmd, to be Roots of certain 
Herbs, Bones of Mice, and ſuch Kind 
of Stuff; and he tells us that there were, 
bit BY many” ſuch Deceivers who ſeduced: the 
un- People.” It would be'endlefs to recvunt 
re; to you, all the, Frauds practiced by the 
or Monks of thoſe Times, to ſupport the 
zul prevailing Apoſtacy from Chriſt to ſerve 
2 Idols ; ſuch as lying Miracles, counter- 
19 feit Writings, pretended Viſions, and 
all BR evelations, and other Arts of Impoſ- 
"2 ture. Church-Hiſtory, abounds with 
4 them. And this Trade of Lying Wark 
began in the Infancy of Monkery, has 
= been carried down by Succeſſion, thro? 
= a Ag es; and ſtands with the Cane of 
ud Rome 17 this Hay, as their Legends the 
n which ar& fraug it * ſuch Stuff a. as. 
. 6-3: | . Modeſty 
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Modeſty will not ſuffer me to repeat 
from this Place *. But hat Khaves 
invent, honeſt Men are oftimes too for- 
ward to believe; and whatever was the 


Fut one may read without bluſhing, what one 
cannot ſpeak or hear ae, hp rye cp There- 
fore take a Sample or Wo. 4 8 

One Writer tells a Story, he Virgin 
Mary ſhould draw out her 3 36 how and milk in T 
know not what | Clerk's Mouth. 2 —That ſhe 
play d the Midzvife to an Abbeſs got with Child: 
and ſent the Baſtard by two Angels to a certain 
| Hermite to be brouglit up. That ſhe came 
and lay the firſt Night in the Midſt between 2 
certain Bridegroom and his/Bride.'' 55 13 

Another ſays, that the V ain, Mary did .for 
twelve whole Vears together, ſupply the Place of 
a certain Nun called Beatrice, while the Nun lay 
in the Stews! That ſhe ſaid to a certain Soldier, 
T evill be thy Wife, come and kiſi me, and made 
him do ſo. That ſhe took 2 Monk about a 
Neck and. kiſſed him. 1 

If you would read any Thing w vorſe, you may 
be ſupplied from Mr. Meade, ng hereupon aſks. 
—— Think you not that theſe Fellows ns feared 
ia their Con(cienees * Oper. p. 678, The Papiſts 
bave a 1 * they del the gelen 2 


that is fraught with ſuch Stuff as this; Which 
moved Melchior Canus (a modeſt popiſh 1 
to cry out with Indignation. Hunc Homo 
Scripfit ferrei oris & lumbei cordis, i. e. the fan 
that wrote this had an Iron Mouth and a Leaden 
Heart, as if 1 he had fad, A a browny na Con- 


Cauſe 
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Cauſe ſo in fact it was that after the 
Year 400. the molt idle, ſenſeleſs Stories 
of; Miracles -wrought at the Graves of 
Martyrs or by their Reliques were cur- 
rent in the Church and admitted by Men 
of the graveſt Characters. So fully 
verified was that Part of the Apoſtles 
Prediction; God ſhall ſend ſtrong Delufion 
bas they may believe a Lie Whether any 
fuch Miracles vere: wrought, it is not 
my Buſineſs to ſettle at this Time; but 
as we hear ſo much of them after Saint 
Worſhip. began to be in Faſhion, and 
nothing of them before; it gives a 
ſtrong Suſpicion, that the one were con- 
trived for the Sake of the other. Yet 
on the other Hand it ſeems ſtrange that 
all this Duſt ſhould have arifen from 
2 nothing; and it is no hard Suppoſition 
15 that, for ſpecial Reaſons of Providence, 
red God might permit the Devil, to deceive 
iſts the Chriſtians of thoſe Times; which, 
indeed, is what the Apoſtle ſeeins to in- 
er) timate when he ſays of this Man of Sin, 
mo that his coming ſhould be after all the 
an Working of SATAN,” with all Power, and 
Ry SIGN8 and LYING WONDERS. | 
And thus you'have ſeen how- exactly 
ſe this e has been fulfilled in the 
3 A 
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Apoſtacy of the Church of Rome, I 
know there are other Interpretations 
given of this Prediction; but there is 
none in Which alli the. Characters do ſo 
compleatly center as in this. The 


learned Mr. Joſepbh Adege *, whom I have 
followed, ig of Opinion, that St. Paul 


did not give this as an original Prophe- 


cys then firſt dictated to himſelf ; but 
that he: refers to ſome Prophecy deliver: 


ed before and which ĩs to be found ſome- 
where in the Old Teſtament; which he 


grounds upon this, that the Spirit is here 
ſaid to ſpeał -EXPRESSLY,. that is (as he 
interprets): in expreſs: Woxbs ; and there 
is a Prophecy in the Book of Dania 
Which ſeems very ſtrongly to to look this 
Way. It is in uche, eleventh Chapter, 
from Verſ. 36 to 39. incluſive; where 
ſpeaking of the fourth Kingdom or Ro- 
man Empire, and its prevailing above all 
Nations for an appointed Time, he 
f prophecies of its Converſion to Chriſti- 
anity by caſting off the Gods of 'his-Ance/- 
tors (that is, the heathen Idols) and war- 


ſbiping a God (a rox EN God): whom his 


. knew-n0t, that is CHRIS The 
* Weg ee of che latter e 1165 
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Thing remarkable here is, that it is fore- 
told, 1. That the Roman, after his Con- 
verſion, ſhould, rocꝝETRHER WITH i 
foreign God, orſbip MahuzZ iu; which 
Wo rd ſignifies Fortreſſes, Bukwarks, Pro- 
tefors, Defenders, &c. and that among 
theſe Manvzzim, he ſhould diftr ibute 
the earth. for a Reward ; to bear Rule as 
Preſidents. and Patrons of their ſeveral 
Countries: This was verified hy the In- 
troduction of Saint Worſhip into the 
Church; for theſe Saints (as we have 
ſeen) were ſtiled * Furtreſſes, Bubkwarks, 
Proteftors, Defenders, &c. and were con- 
ſidered as Tutelar Deities, . over their 
ſeveral Countries; as George, for Eng- 
land; Andrew, for Scotland; Denis, for 
France 3 James, for Spain; Mark, for 
Venice, and ſo on. 2. Another Thing, 
foretold was, that after this Converſion, 
he foould nat regard the DESIRE-OF Wer 


oy By b Fatality 7 * 5 Hays Mr. Mate), 
and it is certainly worth Obſervation that theſe 
apoſtatizing Chriſtians ' ſhould characterize their 
Apoſtacy, by the very Terms in which it kad 
been foretold by the antient Prophets. I think I. - 
ſce the ſame Fatality in the word Anti-Chrift, 
which properly ſignifies a Fice-Chrift, or, if you 
pleaſe ChALIST Ss 1 the very "T9! which 

the, Pope impiouſly aſſumes to himſelt. 
MEN 
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MEN; that is the married State thould 
be diſcountenanced and a fingle Lite 
ſhould be honoured 'and privileged. a- 
bove it; than which nothing was ever 
more punétually fulfilled. The old 


* 


Romans judged (and they judged well) 


that every Man that bred up a ſober, in- 


duſtrious Family, was a Benefactor to 


the Publick, and diſtinguiſhed, there- 
fore, married Men by particular Privi- 
leges. Celebacy, on the other Hand, 
was as publickly diſcountenanced ; in- 
ſomuch, that (among other Things) if 
2 Man lived unmarried after a certain 
Age, he was made uncapable of re- 
ceiving a Legacy by Will, unleſs he 
were the neareſt of Kit: ; and if he died 
unmarried, half his Goods were confiſ- 
cated to the) publick Uſe. What Pity 


is it that we lars not ſome ſuch Laws 


now ! we ſhould not ſo. often ſee the 
Hopes of flouriſhing Families fruſtrated 
by Whores and Miſtreſſes.— But the. 
apoſtatizing Church had now poſſeſſed 
the World with other Maxims. They. 
thought that there was a Kind of Sanc- 
fity in Virginity and Celibacy, and that, 
like an artificial Heat, it raiſed human 
N ature above its natural Growth, and- 
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placed us in a Kind of Middle-State, be- 
tween Earth and Heaven. Jou can 
ſcarce read a ſingle Father of the 4th-or 
zth Century but you will find him full 
T theſe Notions. Conſtantine therefore, 
who was but a new Chriſtian, and knew 
little more of Chriſtianity beſides the 
| prevailing. Superſtitions of the Times, 
falling ſtrongly. into theſe Notions, and 
honouring Monks above all Things, re- 
pealed thoſe Laws by which the married 
State ſtood privileged and enacted. that 
thoſe who lived in Chaſtity, and Virgi- 
nity, ſhould be privileged above them. 
That which the Father thus enacted, his 
Sons, and ſome: of the following "Ea 
perors, ſeconded by their Edicts, till 
there was no I of the ancient Pri- 
vileges left. This was the firſt Ste 22 of 
the Diſregard of Marriage, or the 
of Woman ;, which was. not an £4 5 in 
Prohibition but a Diſcouragement only. 


Council got the Power into their Hands; 
but it grew. to an abſolute Prohibition, 

ot for Monks only, but for the whole 
Clergy.; which; was the higheſt Diſre- 
ſpect that could be offered, to that which 


God had ee among all W. 


1 


But no ſooner had the Pope and his oy 


* The Apoſtacy faretold. 


Id what Light this r may appear to you 

1 know not. If you can ſee (as I think 
J ſee very plainly) the popiſh Apoftacy 
in theſe Prophecies, . you have, at the 
ſame Time, the moſt formal Condem! 
nation of it poſſible. But if not, this 
Part of my Diſcourſe will be thus far of 
Advantage to you, that it has given me 
the C Opportunity of ſhewing you the 
Means and the Inſtruments by Which 
Idol Worſhip was firſt brought into the 
Church, which, ſeparate from all Con- 
ſiderations of Prophecy, is a very uſeful 
Thing to be acquainted with; as you 
will find it very hard to believe the 
Stream to be pure which came from ſo 
polluted a Fountain. Nothing now re- 
mains but to hear what the Papiſts have 
to ſay in Defence of their I Wor- 
ſhip, and when I have ſhewn you this 
1 thall cloſe up this Argument. 135 
To juſtify Image Worſhip upon any 
Where of Antiquity, you have ſeen, is 
impoſſible. ' And it ſhould ſeem to be 
as impoſſible to reconcile it to the ſecond 
Commandment; for which Reaſon, 1 
ſuppoſe, it was that i in ſore of the Po- 
piſh Catechiſms, this” Ce othmant ment 
gs been entirely 1&ft'out;”'"But/the Pa- 
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Pretences for Image Worſhip, &c. 71 
piſts have various Shifts and Colourings, 
to conceal what they are not able to de- 
fend. Some willh tell you that they! do 
not worſhip. the Image but that they 
worſhip: zowards or before the Image 
which is a Diſtinction withbut a Diffe- 
rence. For what is worfhiping an Im- 
age, but bowing, kneeling, or praying, 
towards or before an Image * The Scrip- 
ture itſelf exprefſeth Image Worſhip: in 
this Manner, 2 Chron. xxv. 14. Wheie 
it is ſaick e Amaziah that he brought the 
Gods (i. e. the Idol- images) f ibe Chil-/ 


and bowed down himſelf BEFORE: them.' But 
others are not ſo Scrupulous. For one 


nave Wand ſays, that the faithful . ought not 


Vor- only to worſhip: before! an Image (as 


this “ ſome out of Caution ſpeak) but to 
- worſhip: the Image itſeuf without any 
any “ Scruple; and ſuch as theſe wilt tell 


n, is ¶ you that thougli they worſhip the Im- 


be age, yet the Worſhip does not terminate 
ond Nor reſt in the Image but paſſes an to a 


n, 1 Hhigher Object. This was che Maxim 


po-. Nof that Council of Nice which firſt eſta- 
nent © bliſhed: Image Worſhipãn the Kaſt, that 
Pa- the Honour: of the Type: (chat is the 


piſts Worſhip 


aren of Seir, and jet — up to be his Gods, | 


of their great Doctors ſpeaks roumdly, 0 


22 


farmed by 


the popiſn Lang 


5 
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the Caſe. 


Pretences fur 
Worſhip paid to the Image) goes to che 


Prototype (that is the Perſon repreſented 


by that Image) which Maxim is con- 
the Council of Trent. But if 
this will clear Image Worſhip from the 


Charge of Idolatry; how came it to 
pals that it met with ſo much O 
on, before it could 


gain an Eftabliſh- 
ment in the Church: 1 Or why will it 
not as well clear the idolatrous Jews and 


Heathens as the Church of Rome? For 
certain the Honour which the Heathens 


(the wiſer Part of them, at leaſt) paid 


to their Images, was not underſtood to 


rt in thoſe: Images, but to paſs on (as 
uage is) to the Deities 


which they worſhiped by thoſe Symbols. 


So the ancient Fathers have repreſented 
The Gentiles (ſays Au- 
< guſtine) which ſeem ta be of the purer 


<< Religion, ſay We worſhip not the Im- 


ages; but by the corporal Image, we 
behold the Signs of Things which we 
L ought. to worſhip.“ To the ſame 


The Gentiles 


P urpoſe Þ Laftantius, 
Ss but them 


<« ſay we fear not the Image 


« after whoſe Likeneſs the Images are 
L made and to whoſe-Names- they. are 


111 * Pfalm. xxx V. 35 Inſtit, 102. . 
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it is confeſſed, that they do. 


Image Worſhip anſwered. 73 
This agrees with what 
* Cicero. (who underſtood the heathen 
Theology well) ſays of the heathen Im- 
ages, which is, that **in theſe the Wiſer 
« among them ſaid, they worſhiped one 
« eternal Mind and under Him ſome 
ce inferior Beings, Demons, and Men, 
<« who, they believed were ſubordinate 
eto God, and governed this World.“ 
Is not this the very Caſe of the Church 
of Rome? Do not they worſhip Images 
in honour to inferior Beings, whom they 
ſuppoſe ſubordinate to the one true God, 
and Diſpenſers of the Things of this. 
World under him ? 'It has been proved, 
Why then 
I fay their Image Worſhip is Idolatry. 
Fo: "if the Worſhip of inferior Beings is 
in itſelf Idolatry; the Worſhiping them 
by mae, as by Anme mutt be . 
dolatry too. 
Ir will come to che fame Thing if 
you leave out theſe intermediate Beings, 
and ſuppoſe the Worſhip paid to an Im- 
age, directed to the one true God and 
to him only. For then the O4je# will 
be 10 1 but the Approach will be A 
Nat. Deor. Lib. 1. c. 27. 
E This 


1 Pretences for 


This was the Caſe of the Iraelites when 
they r ape the golden Calf, Exod. 
xxxii. The Feaſt was proclaimed to the 
Lord, as it is expreſsly aid Verſ. 5. The 
Worſhip therefore was ultimately di- 
rected to, and terminated in, not the 
Calf, but, the Creator of the World by 
this Symbol. And yet they are treat- 
ed as Idolaters. Why ? Why becauſe 
it was expreſsly againſt the Law of their 
two Tables, where God had declared 
that he would not be worſhiped by any 
ſuch Symbols; by the likenc/s of any 
Thing that is in the Heaven above, or in the 
Earth beneath, or in the Waters under the 
Earth, that is (as it is explained, Deul. iv. 
15-19.) the likeneſs of Male or Female; 


of Beaſi or Fowl, of Fiſhor treeping 7 hings: 


The Reaſon of which is aſſigned, Yer/. | 
15. fer ye ſaw no Manner of Stmilitude on 
the Day that the Lord ſpake to you in Ho- | 
reb out cf, the midft of the Fire. God 
manifeſted himſelf often to his People 
by viſibie Sus or Tokens of his Pre- 
ſence, as by the Burning-buſo, to Maſes; 
by the Pillar of Fire, and of a Cloud to 
the Mraclites; and towards or before ſuch 
vilible niken Worſhip was 

oz paid. 


Image Wirſhip anſivered. 75 
paid. But never did he manifeſt him- 
ſelf by any Similitude; and therefore he 
would not be worſhiped by any Simili- 


| tude, nor by any Symbol of Man's 


making, whereby to DS pes Him. 
This was the Manner by which the 
Heathens uſed to worſhip their falſe 
Gods; and therefore the true God would 
have none of it; becauſe if God had 
ſuffered himſelf to be worſhiped after 
this Manner, it might have led his Peo- 


ple by Degrees, to have changed the 


very Object of their Worſhip; or at 
leaſt it conld not but have tended to 


corrupt their Notions of the Deity, and 


to bring the Lord of Heaven and Earth 


down to the Level of the heathen 'De- 


mons. The wiſer Sort of the Heathens, 
as I have ſaid, did not think their Im- 


ages to be Gods; nor expect either good 


or hurt from the Wood or Stone. But 
1 will not anfwer for the common Herd 
of Idolaters, whether Heathens or Jews, 
What Notions they had. Read the 44th 


Chapter of /aiah, and ſome other Paſf- 


ages in the Old Teſtament ; and you 
will find the Worſhipers of Images 
treated as 3 2 at placed ſome Conh- 
ee 
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ſlap: ſome. Images or Pictures which 


- Pretences for 
dence in the Tmages themſelves ; and if | 
the Papiſts did not ſuppoſe ſome Vertue MW © 
in Images, to what Purpoſe are their ne 
Pilgrimages to the Shrines, or Tombs Pi 
of certain Saints? If the Saint was all, or 
and. the Image nothing; they might (one Ml 
would ſuppoſe) to as good Purpoſe, 2 
worſhip hun by an Image made at Home. 
But whatever preciſe, Notions Papiſts . Ann 
may have about the Vertue of Images Tr 
(which perhaps they are not able them- e 


all, that to worſhip. Images under any 


Nation whatſoever is againſt the Law ex 
of God, and therefore not to be endur- ma 
ed. Aba. this will ſhew the Vanity of 0 
the Pretences they are wont to make to anc 
reconcile ſimple People to this Kind of the 
Worſhip when they tell them that Im- Pre 
ages are uſeful Remembrances, and help onl 
to raiſe and quicken Devotion: For if of t 
this is true (which it is not worth while and 
to diſpute) it is nothing to the Purpoſe; Nate 
becauſe, no Pretence of Uſe or Conve- Mi: 
| niency can ſtand agar an EXPLEKS Law of t 
of God. . 
ISBHOUlD not quit this Subject Gch ſaid 
out taking Notice, that the Papiſts wor- Sn. 
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Image Worſhip anſwered, 77 
cannot even be made without Profane- 
neſs. Of this Sort are thoſe Images or 
Pictures that are made to repreſent God 
or the holy Trinity. To whom” will ye 
lizen Gon ? Or what hkeneſs will ye com- 
pare unto him? fays the Prophet Ja. Ix. 
18. And a Papiſt will anſwer, (or ſpould 
anſwer) God is like an old Man; and the 
Trinity like a Triangle; for thus they are 
wont to repreſent them: In which they 
exceed the Meaſure of their Forefathers. 
The Council of Nice before mentioned 
expreſſed a Deteſtation of any Image 
made to repreſent the Deity. They go 
no higher than to the Images of Chriſt 
and the Saints. Bur fince that Time, 
the Deity and the Trinity have been re- 
preſented by Images and Pictures; not 
only by Connivance, but by Authority 
of the Church of Reme. The Variety 
and Boldneſs of thoſe Repreſentations, 
are enough to give Horror to modeſt 
Minds, and therefore I ſhall ſay no more 
of them. | 

Lr thus much ſuffice to hiv ben 
ſaid of the Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome, in their Worſhip of Angels, 
_ and Images; and let us now _ 
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78 Tranſubſtantiation. 
proceed to thoſe Errors and Corrupti- 
ons which relate to the publick Worthip 
of the Church. This conſiſts in two 
Things, UL... Prayer, and the Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood. As to the Sacrament, our 
Belief is that the Elements of Bread and 
Wine which we there eat and drink in 
Remembrance of Chriſt, are the Sym- 
bols, Figures . or Repreſentation of 
the Body of Chriſt which was brok- 
en and his Blood ſhed, for our Sins. 
But the Papiſts ſay, chat the Bread 
and Wine, by the Conſecration of 


the Prieſt, are changed, from Bread 


and Wine, into the real, ſubſtantial, 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, "which we li- 


ih eat and drink when we receive 
the holy Communion z and this Change | 


is what they call TRANSUBSTANTIATI- 


o One. wauld ſuppoſe that. of all 
other. Queſtions | between us and the 


Church of | Ree, this ſhould be moſt 


eaſily ſettled, becauſe the ſubject Mat- 
ter of it falls under the Sa of 
our Senſecs. If a Man mould ſhew me 
a Piece of Wood, and alk me if it is not 


Yor « Or Braſs 4 1 examine it by my e 


— 


"of 


ture in which it is affirmed, 
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and upon the Evidence of my Senſes, 1 


anſwer without Heſitat on, that it is 
Woods, and not Braſs or Iron. So when 
2 Papiſt tells you that the Bread and 
Wine after Conſecration are Fleſh and 
Blood; upon the like Report of your 
Senſes you may anſwer as readily that 
they are not Fleſh and Blood, but Bread 
and Wine as they were before; and if 
vou will ſuffer yourſelf to be beaten out 
of this hold, there is no more to be ſaid. 
Yet becauſe the Authority of Scripture 
is pretended in this Caſe, ſo much Re- 
tpect ſnould be paid to Gods holy Word 
as to hear what it ſays; and if the Pa- 
piſts can produce any Paſſage in Scri 
that in the 
Communion, the Elements of Bread and 
Wine are by 2 Conſecration of the Pritft, 


CHANGED. into the REAL, SUBSTANTIAL 


Fleſh and Blood of: Chriſt; we mult 
then endeavour to adjuſt the Difference 
between Faith and Eye-ſight as well as 
we can. But till'this is done, to enter 


into all that fcholaſtical Stuff, about 


Subſtance, Accidents, Ubiquities, and I 


know not what, by which the Papiſts 
are vont to perplex and puzzle plam 
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80 Tranſubtantiation. 


Underſtandings will be but Labour loſt. 
It will be as if a Man ſhould offer to 
account why a Milſtone ſwims in Water, 


when, in fact there is no ſuch Thing. 


Io the Scripture then let us go, and 
ſee if any ſuch Paſſage is to be found; 


and you may look till your Eyes ake; 


and will find none. What che Papilt build 


upon (principally) are the Words of the 
Inſtitution - 2e 1s my Body; and 


This Is my Blocd. But A i eve of the 
Action of the Prieſt HAN GING the Bread 


and Vine, into Fleſh and Blood ? Not one 


Syllable ! But a Papiſt will anſwer, a 

Change there muſt be ;4nderſtcod ;. — — 
wiſe the Bread and Wine cannot BE THE 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. Why then, 
it ſeems, it is not Scripture expre/sly that 
the Bread and Wine are changed into 
Chriſt's Body and Blood; but it is your 
Inference from Scripture z or your Con- 
ſtiuctiun, your Interpretation of Scripture: 


And fince we are come to Inferences and 


Cenſtruclions, pray let us try it we cannot 
conſtrue and interpret better. We lay 
that the Elements in the Sacrament, are 


not the fubſtantial Body and Blood of 


them. 


| Chriſt, but the 5 or Repreſentation of 


TranſubPantiation.” 91 


them. And is there a more common 


Figure of Speech in the World than to 
ſay a Thing 1s, what it only REPRE- 


SENTS ? If I ſhould ſhew you a Picture 


in my Houſe, and ſay this Is my Son, 
or this 15 my Father; would any one 
but a Mad- man underſtand me as mean- 
ing otherwiſe, than, this is my Son's or 
my Father's Repreſentation ? And why - 
may it not as well be ſuppoſed that when 
Chriſt ſaid this is my Body; his Mean- 


ing was this gniſies or repreſents my Bo- 


dy? There are a thouſand Inſtances of 
this Form of Speech which any Man 
may think of for himſelf; and in the 
Scripture, as well as in all other Writ- 
ings, they are frequent. I vill menti- 
on but one which juſt now comes into 
my Mind. The ſeven Stars ARE the An- 
gels. of the ſeven;Churches ;, and the ſeven 
Candificks, ARE the ſeven Churches, Rev. 
i. 20. What are we to do here? Are. 
Stars really and litterally Augels ! or are 
Candleſticks, really and ncrally Churches! 
Let me aſk: a Papiſt then this plain 
Queſtion ; by what Evidence will they 
prove that their literul Interpretation of 
as. ar SOLOS Words 1 is to be preferred 
1 E 5 before 


9 TranſubſNantiation. * 
before our  fpurative Inte pretation? 
Their anſwer is, the Authority of their 
Church, that is of the Pope and his 
Council; which, inſtead of offering E- 
vidence, is, in Effect, confeſſing hat 


they have none to give. Bellarmine 


himſelf allows, that had not the | 


Church declared herſelf, for the pro- 
per Sehiſe of the Words 3 the other 
70 « might with as good Warrant be re- 
c ceived.” But what does he mean by 
the Church? If Bellarmine could have 
ſnewn from ancient Chriſtian Writers 
throughout all Ages from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, that Tranſibſtantiation! dien 
always the recerved Doctrine of the ca- 


tholick Church, he would have done 
ſomething, thou od not enough. But, 
on the other Side; we have the Rvi- 


dence. of all Antiq quity for the firſt go 


Tears, chät Nobecht thought the Ple- 


ments (in Subſtance) art "Thing; but 
Bread and Wine; Nobody - thought” 
them the material Body Tad, Blood | of 
Chriſt, but the Figure or Repreſentatl- 
on of them. Paſehaſe- Railbert,”* Abbot 
* in Fante, n the Be 4 ing of: 
15 ve Eudhiritt” . 3. S 1 
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c the finkldh Centur ry) was "1 BAY hat 
advanced the Dogrine of the corporal 
Preſence; but the whole Wortd op 

e | 


laſt eftabliſhed . by 


entrenched and carried. ſuch "error: wit 
50 that few daxed fo diſpute” What the 


7 Fe dn 


ed him; 1 inſomuch that the De 


| laid quite alleep, for almoſt two hund. 


dred Years, tell, about the Middle of 
the elevegth' Century, the Dispute Wa 
revived ; ; and the corporal Preſence 2 

he Authority . 
Popes, who {ded all t to be Porn ag 
Hereticks WhO denied it. 2 truth, the 
Darkneſs of the tenth Century Cwhich 
was the blackeſt, and moſt ignorant 0 
all the Ages of the Church) had. 1 PrE- - 


pared, the Minds of the People fo rey 
ceiveany Thing that the Clergy thou ight 


fe to impoſe upon them; : and the. 88h : 
aſtical Authority Was now fron 


ope And -his Council decreed... _ Thus 
this Doctrine (Which above all o thers 
1170 magnifies the Pawer. of the Prieſt- 
1 90 found 1 its, 9 0 into the Church, 


er 'th 1e 7 norance, Wh W hich1 in 
note enligh e mes would have 


illech 0 "th orl In 
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984 Adorationof the Het. 
{ upon the mee: Senſe of Man- 
ind. 


which it would be endleſs minutely to 


purſue, ſo thick do they croud upon the 


eels of one another. But the Non- 
ſence. of Tranſubſtantiation would not 
ſo much offend me if thoſe who can di- 


geſt 1 it would be ſo civil as to leave thoſe 
Who cannot, to the Liberty of their 


own Thoughts. But the Caſe 18, t nh 
all who join in "Communion with t 

Church of Rome muſt f Doctrine 
crammed down their 'Throats, with cer- 
tain Appendages which they have grafted 
1 75 it, by which the chriſtian Wor- 


7585 eatly corrupted. When C hrit | 
Mp Bread 55 Wine, and ſaic 
ral hug &c. do you imagine that he 


made an Idol to be worſhiped ? And 
yet every popiſh Prieſt When he conſe- 


upon the Strength of 18 Notion "that 
after Conſecration Jeſus ( hriſt both: I 
and N in is corporally Preſent in the Sa- 

a crament; ; 


oy 2 SHALL truſt your plain Underſtand: 
ing! with this Argument and leave 
you to reflect at your Leiſure upon the 
manifold Abſurdities of this Doctrine, 


#: 


Adoration of, the Hoſt." 85 
=" crament ; ; the Elements (as we da tate. 
Wy or, as they, the Hoſt). came ſoog to. a 
1 conſidered as a proper Object of 
e ſhip, by which, nl rel Species of Tdas 
ie | latry was brought in, unknown to for- 
* mer Times. Many Writers of the 
0 Church, of Rome have acknowledged, 
1. that if the Doctrine of the Corporal 
1- Preſence is not true, their Worſhip is a 
ot Strain of Idolatry, beyond any 3 is 
i- practiced among the moſt depraved of 
ſe all the Heathens; which ſhould at leaſt 
ir be a Warning to every Man who joyns 
at himſelf to the Communion of the Church 
he of Rome, . to do it with Caution, and nor 
ne without the fulleſt Conviction that this 
T- Doctrine is true. But how is this to be 
ed had. The Papiſts, you ſee, have no- 
r= thing. for it themſelves beſides, the Infal- 
libilit of their Church; a Security upon 
| 59 no wiſe. Maat will 1 55 a 15 
peny Piece, the Very Doctrine to be aſ⸗ 
certained by it, being a much better 
Proof that 4251 is no ſuch Infallibility, 
than any Evidence they can produce to 
ſhew the contrary.; But after all I do 
not ſee that the Doctrine of the corporal 


Ff whether true * falle, makes 
4 * 


8 Albi arne the 2 %. 
any Alteration in this Cafe. For at 


as 

mitting that Chriſt is in the Sacrament WM ce 
as the Papilts fay, the Bread and Wine m 
deing ſubſtantially changed into his Fleſh MW Vi 
and Blood; ſtill he is not there in any be 
VISIBLE Manner. Whatever Change In 
4 be ſuppoſed to be made in the Ele- V 
ents by the Confecration of the Prieſt, C] 
we /o it not, we. feel It not, we /mell it pr 
Not, we taſte i it not; but, io far as our W we 
"Senfes can inform us, they are Bread Ge 
and Wine, and nothing more. So far we 
then as appears. to- us, the Elements, Cle 


which before Conſecration Were but tio; 

Symbols, ever” after Conſecration are H. 

no more chan Symbols; and che Wor: 7 of 

Mi ip Paid to them *. thefefore de Wor- 

55 265 God: by a Symbol; that is it pit 
be an W Wortip : nee al feſ 
bolical W. ſo; and 8 mb Is ſhi 

a8 ſick 70 bo 4 Rem what they 5 me 

in 'rtlrtiſclves," "Bur "4 rom. what they Apa mit 

Pear to us „be ad every of Thing t 505 

4, or to all Intents and Pu S of is! 

_ Ok; or Nette what it is 10 A LE MH 


nee. It may be 765 find * 
fs that 1111 exact ty Eife which of. 
10 far rei o ved den eckt Sen Tr. 
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as to be beyond alf Example But t. 
come as near'to the Matter as! ta yow 
may take my Meaning thus: Image 
Worſhipis Wel howlcever God ay 
be ſuppoſed to be ini preſent in the 
Image. By Parity of Reaſon- Hoſt 
Worſhip is alſo Idolatry, howſoever 
Chriſt may be ſuppoſed to be ind e 
preſent 1 in the Sacrament. ''Chrift was 
worſhiped in the Fleſh zecauſe he was' 
Gor MANIFESTED) in the Fleſh. ' God 
was worſhiped in the | Fire and in the 
Choud, becauſe theſe were the Manifefta- 
tons 565 his Preſenec. And if, er. the” 
Hoſt, there were the like Madifeftations 
of Chriſt's Prefence, we' might and ought 
to worthip' him in the Hoſt, as the Pa- 
piſts do. But as there is no fuck Mani- 
feſtation, Icannot ſee but that all Wor- 
ſhip directed to the facramental -Ele- 
ts, whether changed or not changed 
miſt be Idelatry fn as full a Senſe as 
bowing'down "before 1 Piftures or Tmages' 
is Tdotarry: ® wif 2900 2 174 <9 


"Lx7 5 how bak e from chis Bread 
Morſbip to another Practice af the Church 

of Rome" 
Tranſiibſtarntia 
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raſted upon their Poktfine of 
"which dere | 
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the People of one half of the Conn: 


on. For ſo it is; they diſtribute the 


Bread among the People to be eaten, 
but the Wige is all drank by the Prieſt 
himſelf; a moſt ſenſeleſs as well as a 


moſt audacious Innovation. Their Pre- 
tence for it is that Chriſt is entirely 


% under each of the Elements, and 
therefore it is not neceſſary that both 
mould be received, becauſe Chriſt 1s, 
« fully received in any one. Take it, 
if you pleaſe more plainly thus 8 
The Blood is in the Fleſn; and there- 


fore by receiving the Laſt we receive the 
Firſt. A moſt curious Obſervation /! 


But how will this ſtand with the Tan- 


guage of the Inſtitution, which i is, not 
receive, but, drink? If you ſee a Man 
eat a Piece of raw Fleſh ; you will un- 


derſtand, no doubt, that he ſwallows 
down all the Blood. bs remains in the 


Fleſh. But will vou 2 y you ſaw him 
drink Bloog 2,15; Man ſaid to drink by 


eating? But Chrift bids us drink, as well 
as eat; and in reſpect. of the, Cup there 
is ſomething very particular. Of the 
ret it is not ſaid eat ye ALL of it; But 


444 4 
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all of. it. But the Church of Nene 
(wiſer than Chriſt) lays eat but ye ſhall 
not drink, There is no need of it. And, 
if ſhe had ſo pleaſed, ſhe might as well 
have ſaid, / in, but ye ſhall not eas; 


for if you will believe them, as the Blood 


is in = Fleſh: fo likewiſe the Fleſh is 
in the Blood: - Chriſt is entirely under 
cach of the Fin Needleſs would 


it be, to alledge here the Practice of the 


whole catholick Church, trom the Days 
of Chriſt till below hy firſt thouſand 


Years. - For the Council of Conſtance 


where this Practice received its firſt 


Sanction: of Authority, acknowledges, 
that Chriſt did inſtitute the Sacra- 
+ ment in both Kinds; and that the 


« Faithful in the primitive Church, did 


receive it in both Kinds.“ And at- 
ter this frank Confeſſion, is it not 
| ſhocking to hear the ſame Council com- 
manding upon Pain of Excommunica- 
tion, that it SHALL xo be ſo received 


or adminiſtred ?. But hear their Reaſons 
Though Chriſt did inſtitute. the 
« Sacrament. 1 in both Kinds, Sc. Yer 


% Practice being reaſonably brought 
in, to avoid ſome. DAN ERG and 
Manne SCAN= 


90 . Heolj-C:ommunion, © 

+, SCANDALS they appoint the Cuſtom 
to continue, of conſecrating in both 
Kinds, and of giving to the Laity 
only in one Kind, fince Chriſt is en- 
*© tirely and truly under each Kind.” 


Obſerve here that the Dangers and Scan- 


dals complained of, are not ſuppoſed 
to have ariſen from any Thing done 
otherwiſe: than Chriſt had appointed; 
but from doing the very Thing which 
(by their on Confeſſion) Chriſt did ap- 
point, that is, adminiſtering the Cup 
to the Laity; which is taxing Chriſts 
own Appointment as dangerous and ſcan- 
galous.. But what are theſe Dangers and 


Scandals 2 Vou ſhall hear. It ſeems that 


ſome Drops of Wine might ftick to 
Men's Beards, or be ſpilled upon the 
Ground ; which were fuch dangerous and 
ſcandalous Things, that, for a while, be- 
fore the Church had provided them with 
this ſalutary Law, that none but the Prieſt 


ſhout drink any of the Wine, they uſed 


to fuck it up through ſmall Quills or 
Pipes. Hypocrites! that ſtrain out a Gnat 
and fallow a Camel! Did not Chrift 


Know as much of theſe Scandals and 


Dangers as they? Net he appointed the 
2 2 | 


Sacrament 
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Sacrament to be adminiſtered in both 
Kinds. But with them, it ſeems, it is a 
:/5 Thing to diſobey a plain Law of 
Chriſt, than to run croſs their own 
fooliſh, Superſtitions; for from hence 
and from hence alone are the Nen and 
Scandals they talk of. 

Ox Rx Corruption more remains to be 
ſpoken of under this Head, vi. their 
having the Prayers in their publick Al- 
ſemblies for Worſhip, read in a Lan- 
guage which the People cannot under- 
ſtand; which ſo manifeſtly defeats the 
very End of publick Worſhip, and ſo 
fatly contradicts the Disectiense of- St., 
Paul in the 1th Chapter of his firſt E- 


Piſtle to t che Corinthians; that barely to 


mention it may be ſufficient. In all 
Ages of the Church, and in all Places, 
the publick Offices of Religion, haue 
been performed in the common La 
guage of each Ceuntry ; and ſo they. 
were in the Church of Rome till the Latin 
Tongue was worn out and ceaſed to be 
the common Language. If common 
Senſe had ruled when this happened; 
the Language of the Church would have 
dern changed as the Language of the 


Nations 


—_ 
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Nations changed. But the Clergy were 
now afteBing t to keep the People in Ig- 
norance. The publick Worſhip of God 
was grown to be mere Pagentry, and 


Shewz the Prieſts were looked upon as 
a Sort of Conjurers; and the Ordinances 


of Chriſt were thought to operate as 


Charms; upon which Foot, the leſs the 


People knew of them ſo much the bet- 
ter; for thoſe,” I mean, Better, who did 


not conſider them as their Care, but as 
their Merchandiſe. 


As to what the Pa- 
piſts are wont to ſay, viz. That the Peo- 
ple are furniſhed with Forms in their 


own Language, into which the greateſt 
Part of the publick Offices are tranſlat- 


ed, this is confeſſing the Error without 
granting the Remedy. For why thus 
much, if it is not reaſonable that the Peo- 
ple ſhould have the Prayers in a Lan- 
guage that they underſtand? And if this 
7s reaſonable why not more 2 This is pre- 
tending to do ſomething, but in eli 


doing nothing at all. For theſe tranſlat- 


ed Prayers not being offered up by the 


Congregation jointly, but by each par- 
ticular Perſon by 


himſelf, they are ſtill 
but Private Prayers; and a Man might | 
* n as 


ſomething « elſe. Another: Plea they have 
for their Latin, Service, which I am 


afraid has more of Policy in it than Re- 


ligion; it is, that by the Uſe of it in all 


Nations, a Popiſh Prielt is qualified 


to officiate in all Nations, and this 
they ſay preſerves the Communion 


of Saints. But as this Reaſon has 


nothing in it but the Sound of Words, 


1 ſuſpect | that the true Reaſon; was 
not to be ſpoken out. The Com- 
munion of Saints has no K ind of 
Dependance, upon Sameneſs of Coun- 
try, or Sameneſs of, Language, or Same- - 
neſs of external Rites. or Ceremonies; 
but ſubſiſts full and entire among all 


who are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, how- 


ſoever diverſified or diſtinguiſhed in 
theſe Reſpects. But this is certain, chat 
if popiſh Prieſts before the Reformation 
had not been qualified to officiate as 
Prieſts in all Nations, it would have 


ruined a conſiderable Branch of the po- 


piſh 1 rages when the Biſhops of Rome 
by their Proviſions, (as they call them) 
and other Inventions of the Canoniſts, 


diſ- 
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as well repeat them at Home in his 


Cloſet, as come to Church to whiſper 
them there whilſt the Prieſt is muttering 


* * 1 7 4 . 
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diſp oſed of the beſt Benefices Abroad 
as deen as at Home to their own Crea- 
tures and Servants. And thus, inſtead 
of taking Care of the People, that ought 
to be edified by the oublick Worſhip, 
Proviſion was made at their Coft, for 
ſuch vagrant Prieſts, as were the Scan- | 
dals of the Church and the Reproaches 
of Religion. 

IEHAE now as beg ind as plainly 
as I could opened to you thoſe Errors 
of the Church of Rome, which concern 
the Honour due to God and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the publick Worſhip 
of the Church. I judged it would be 
of great Uſe to give you the Hiſtory of whe 
theſe Docrines, as well as the Reaſon- mor 
ings of Proteſtant Writers upon them; MW C 
becauſe it ſo effectually deſtroys the po- fo re 
piſh Pretenſions of Tradition, which is of © 
the Cover under which they take Shelter by 1 
when the Seriptures fail them, as they or Se 
conſtantly do in every Inſtance in 
which they differ from us. The eafi- 
eſt Confutation of Popery is the Hif- 
tory of Popery. Every Man has not 
a Talent for Reaſoning ; but every 
Man may (underſtand a plain Fact 
A is told him; and when yon 


COn- 
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conſider the Dates of the popiſh Doc- 
trines, that they are all of them 
much lower than the Age of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, you may be as ſure 
that they are none of zheir Doctrines, as 


you may be ſure that ſuch or ſuch a 


Man is not the Son of your Relation or 
Friend when it is made appear to you, 
that he was not born till Years after 
your Friend or Relation was dead. T 
have taken theſe Dates as I found them 
collected to my Hands, by Authors of 
the beſt Credit; and have ſet down no- 
thing as Fact, but what the learned in 
Hiſtory know to be true. And therefore 
when a Papiſh aſks you (as it is a com- 
mon Queſtion with them) aubere was your 
Church | beſore Luther ? (meaning thereby 
to reproach us,. as if, before the Time 
of our Reformation, which was begun 
by Lutber, there never was any Church 
or Society of Chriſtians in the World, 
who profeſſed Chriſtianity according to 
the Proteſtant Expoſition ; When, I ſay 
they put this weak Queſtion to you) afle 
them another, here was your "Church 
three hundred Years after Chriſt ? And 
without tarrying for their Anſwer, tell 
them boldly No-WHERE. It was _ 
WI 
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E with Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or their th 
y Succeſſors till;after. the firſt 300 Years; 0 
E nor was the whole Syſtem of their Re- > 
F ligion as it now ſtands, compleated till th 
4 above 800. Years after that. But ours th 
4 Was with Chriſt and his Apoſtles; full x 
ot - and compleat in all eflential Points,. and 


— — 


ſo continued till THEIR ArosrAcx a- 
roſe; and even ſubſiſted together with 
it among thoſe few that did not % the 
5 * Knee to Baal. Say farther, if you pleaſe, 
1 that our Church was here in Britain, long 
7 before the popiſh A poſtacy begun, plant. 
ed, if not in the apoſtolick Age, atleaſt 
(moſt probably) in the Century follow- 
ing. Thus much is certain, that it was | 
a very flouriſhing Church at the Time 
of the general Council of Nice (320 
Years after Chriſt) to which it ſent ſe- 
veral Biſhops to aſſiſt. So that our Re- 
formation in not a C hange from Chriſti- 
anity, as it was even Here at firſt eſta- 
bliſhed 3. but a Departure from the Cor- 
ruptions that were afterwards introduc- 
ed by the Church of Rome, who (towards 
the Concluſion of the fixth Century) ſent 
her. Miſſionaries hither to convert the 


en 3 ſo far e that PM Hea- 
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were made Cheifians: but 


copether with the true Faith they fucked 


in alſo the Errors of It is not 
therefore at our Doors but at theirs chat 
the Charge of Innovation lies. 
Anv here let us reſt for the dn 
There are feveral Points behind which 
are well worth your Attention; but I 
am not willing to burthen you or 8 aer 
with too much at once. If God gives 
me Life and Health, I may perhaps re- 
ſume the 8 Subject at ſome convenient 
Time hereafter; but in What 1 have 
now offered you have ſeen enough of 
Popery to give every ſerious Per on an 
Abkortenee of it. I. have no Particular 
Reaſon to be jeatous that any of you are 


in Danger of Being peng 25 to Po 
but it is very nece Arp, had v3 1 


all of you be inftruted in we E Gronui 

of your Profeſſion as Proteftarits ; 7 
cauſe, if God fhould never'call you 
the Tryal (which is more than ye can 
Joo will, * 


warrant)” 


put 1 TCD 
160 | | 
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Preſervation, .- It was for this Reaſon 


— 
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x that after I. had delivered to you theſe P* 
7 Inſtructions from the Pulpit, I ſoon re- pl 
s lolyed to put them into your Hands in ch 
5 the F orm in which you now. receive ba 
1 them, that they may be a laſting Re- 55 
by membrance both to you that heard * ch 
5 and ta thoſe. who did. not; I. mean 8 
® (principally). thoſe. who. by ſeparating 5 

5 themſelves from our Communion. have he 


put. themſelves out of the Reach of my 85 
Ae As to the  popiſh, Separa- 17 
what they will find here is directiß WM - 5 
5 ”— Point i they pleaſe to read it; ben 
and to them I ſhall "think: I haye.dif: W © 
charged my Duty. ; To proteſtant Diſ⸗- ä 
ſenters, my Subject, does not lead me to _ 
ſay more at this Time, than that, a1, 
doubt not their. Zeal againſt Popery, it yo 
| were much to be wiſhed that they would 4 
ſeriouſy 5 Which are of greateſt M | 
Weight,| their Scruples againſt joyning MW m. 
with us in one Communion, or the FA in 
vantage they give to the common Ene- . 
my 125 their Separation from us. I do Pe 
not know, that we differ with, Diſſenters 


BR 
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ny, one « Fyoteſental an.the Religion a 
5 and; what chere is in their for 


parti- 
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pa artteular Way of Worſhip or Diſci. 
pline that can compenſate for the Miſ- 
chiefs of 2 Separation; the Wiſeſt of 
them have never yer been able to ſhew. 
Diviſions among Chriſtians are bad 
Things, as they pe :tually draw after 
them (more or leſs E Breach of that 
Charity which the Scripture ſo earneſtly 

recommends, and miniſter the. Occaſi- 

ons of Reproach to Chriſt and his Goſ- 
pel. What Artifice is there which the 
Papiſts 1 more conſtantly, and more ſuc- 
ceſsfully, apply, than the telling Men, 
that Proteſtants can never be in the 
Right, becauſe there is no Agreement 
among them! ? The Argument! has no 
Weight in the World. For there may 


be Agreement where there is neither 
Truth nor Honeſty at Bottom; "ara 


there may be Differences where there” are 
both. How much ſoever Proteſtants 
may differ among themſelves they a ree 
in renouncing Popery : And in this they 
may be very Right, though in thoſe 


Points in which we differ, ſome of us 
mult be Wrong. But the Argument 


ſatisfies weak Men. and that is enough. 
for thoſe” who uſe it. This Sturnbling- 
F 2 | block, 
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block, therefore, if it be poſſible; ſhould neſ 
be removed; for we are Debtors to the anc 
Weak as well as to the Stroug. I maſt ella 
needs be (fays Chriſt) that Offences come ; ſo 
but woe be to him by whom the Offence com. ſca 
etb. Diſſenters perhaps will think, that tO 
they bave as much Right to call upon ans 
&s to remove this Stumbling block, by Sca 
bringing our Worſhip and Diſcipline to the 
their Model, as we have to call upon Wil 
them to do it by conforming to ours; and Wh 
when they will ſhew us a Plan chat they the 
will all agree to, it may be very fit that 91 
we ſhould conſider it. Till then let 8 
them remember that they ave but 4 «+t 
Handful of Men in Compariſon to the coll 
Community from which they differ; the 
and that they ſtand to us . in the Rank of the 
Sac Brethren... We were an Eftab> alm 

t before they were a Separation. e 
They dee from us, and not we from 
them. And in common Equity, the leſſer 
Part ſhould give way to the greater; 
and they who made the Rent ſhould 
cloſe i it up again. 

Bor there is another Cauſe of Offence 
not leſs material to be taken notice of, 
aid * is the 2 W 
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neſs that prevails amongſt Proteſtants, 
and thoſe: chiefly (Lam aſraid) of tlig 
eſtabliſhed Religion. Some of them are 
ſo much reformed from Popery as 
ſcarcely to have left themſelves enough 
to entitle them to the Name of Chriſti- 
ans. Such Men as theſe will always be a 
Scandal to the Religion / they, e ay. 
they always have been; and Papiſts 
will find their Account, 2 in 

whiſpering it in the Ears of thoſe whom: 
they want to per vert. Had you nat 
« better. come over to us, than joyn in 

« Communion with Atheiſts 9 
tines? If any of you ſhould be ac- 
coſted thus, anſwer No. Tell them 
there are as many Atheiſts in Hance as 
there are in Great Britain s and I belienc 
almoſt all the Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
we have among us is of popiſh Growth. 
Ori it were otherwiſe, your Religion 
is never the worſe for the Wickedneſs 
of thoſe; who profeſs it, though it Will 
often be the — chought of by mang, 
When you profeſs a Religon in common 
with bad Men you do not thereby aſfent. 
to their Wickedneſs; but you condemn 


it if eee eee I, 48 Qurs 
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of Nome you mult aſſent to their Cor- 
ruptions, and this is making their Cor - 
ruptions your own. /- Lou cannot be a 
Papiſt without being an Idolater. But 
you may be a Proteſtant with being A- 
theiſt or Libertine; and you will be ſo 
If Neu attend oha Proteſtant Re- 
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1 Oran thats aneabic not having Joſt 
- common Principles of Chriſtianity 


n 1 r > Y FT, 


Fuhr wa. 


1 but being bad in their Morals find 
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themſelves. auß under 
to hake off. Theſe a are — 
by others but they are a Scandal to 
themſelves, as they pre- diſpoſe themſelves 
to liſten to the Counſels of thoſe who 
boaſt great Matters, and to ſhew:. 
them an eaſier Way to be faved;' than 
that which the Goſpel provides for them. 
We proteſtant Preachers are accuſtom- 
ed to 1 that there is no Salvatiotv 
for Sinners but by Repentance and Re- 
on and we deal honeſtly by you 
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wonidl,. which when 
ing to Order, all ſhall be well with you, 
though there be not one Grain of true 
Reformation at Bottom. How natural 
and yet, alaſs! how fatal, is it to ſen- 
ſual Men to ſuck in this Poiſon, which 
like an Opiate lays Conſcience aſl 
can never heal its Wounds | Therefore 
take heed to yourſelves ; and if even an 
Angel. from Heaven ſhould tell you, that 
any Thing leſs than Repentance will 
ſave Sinners, let him le accu ſed. This 
is 13 1 and not 
by Confidence: what is wanting in 


true intrinſick Value; and with chis our 


popiſh Emiſſaries are plentifully pro- 
vided. They will tell you that they 
have the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven which they borrow from St. Prrer, 
and that except they give it, chere is no 
Salvation to be had. Mind not fuck 
vain Bo as theſe. Repent ear- 
neſtly of your Sins, and amend-your 
evil Ways, and you may: truſt God witk | 
your Souls without a Paſport from a 
== and no other Prieſts; chat 
C i” 
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104 556 Concluſion.” 
to holding Communion. with them, as, | 
the Caſe now ſtands it cannot be. They 
ſay. that there is no Salvation to be had 
out of their Communion; but you may 
ſay upon much better Authority, that 
by any declared Law of God there is no 
Salvation to be had in it. For Idola, 
ters are expreſsly ſhut: out from the 
Kingdom of Heaven. God may have 
Mercy on whom. he-will baue Mercy; z and 
no doubt he will have Mercy upon all 
of every Denomination in Religion, in 
Proportion as they ſhall be found qua- 
liſied for Mercy. But it is my Buſineſs 
not to ſettle the Boundaries of God's 
Mercies, but to inſtruct you in his de- 
clared Law; and according to that Law 
there can be no Fellowſhip with the 
Church of Rome. For a Fellewſhip | 
hath Righteouſneſs. with Unrighteouſneſs ? 
And what Communion hath. Light: with 
| Datkneſs ? And wwhat Concord bath Chriſt 
_ with Belial? And what Agreement hath the 
- Temple of God with Idols? 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
Let them purge themſelves from their 
Abominations; and reform their Doc- 
trines and Worſhip according to the 
| WR of Scripture, and we are o 
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Concluſion. 105 
with them. But till this is done we 
muſt keep our Diſtance, unleſs we mean 
to partake with them in their Sins. They 
are, and mult be Zo us as heathen Men and 
Publicans. | 

Tus Thing: which I have but juſt 
mentidiied to you at preſent in the Way 
of Caution, will be more diſtinctly con- 
ſidered in a ſecond Part, if I ſhould: live 
and have Health to prepare ir for you. 
But this is in the Hand of God, to 
whoſe Providence I commit myſelf, with 
Thankfulneſs thar Thave been enabled te 
o thus much for W — . 
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